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Rebuild # 9  
The God who is slow to anger  
(Nehemiah 9) 
 

Introduction   

Nehemiah, as we have seen, is all about REBUILDING. Nehemiah was a Jew who 
returned to Jerusalem from Persia to oversee the rebuilding.  
 
1st half: Ch. 1-6 about REBUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE (WALL)  
2nd half: Ch. 7-13 REBUILDING THE PEOPLE  
 
In the last study we were in Chapter 8: God’s people being rebuilt by God’s Word. 
In Chapter 9, we have a massive history lesson of God’s dealings with Israel and we 
are reminded of:   
 

a. WHO GOD IS – His great faithfulness and mercy  
b. WHO WE ARE – our proneness to presumption and great need for God 

 

Discussion starter  

 
Do you enjoy history?  
 
What does the world typically think we need in order to REBUILD our lives?  
 

From the Bible  

 
1. How is God described in v6-15, 17b-25, v30-31? (Key characteristics) 

 

2. How are God’s people described in v16-17, v30?  

 

3. What is the “sting in the tale” in v36?  

 

4. When did Israel’s and the world’s spiritual exile come to an end?   
(cf. Matthew 1:20-21)   
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Think it through  

 
In Genesis 15 God made a promise to Abraham to give him as many offspring as the 
stars.  He promised Abraham, and his offspring, that they would possess the land.  
 

1. Who are Abraham’s true offspring according to Galatians 3:29?   

 

2. What was the Old Testament Promised Land a small picture of?   
(Cf. Revelation 21:1-2)  

 

3. Look back at the passage.  Is there anything that God’s people did that you 
too are guilty of?  

 

4. Do you continually acknowledge who God is and who you are?  

 

Verse for the week   

 
Exodus 34:6  
The Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love and faithfulness. 

 

Pray 
 

We have acted presumptuously and stiffened our necks and often do not obey your 
commandments.  
We are not mindful of the wonders that you performed among us, especially in the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. 
But you are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love, and you did not forsake us. 
Therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who keeps covenant and 
steadfast love, let not all the hardship seem little to you that has come upon us, but rebuild 
us as we turn from sin and put our confident trust in Jesus. 

Amen  
(Prayer based on Nehemiah 9:16, 17, 32)  


