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Rebuild #8   
Rebuilding People 
(Nehemiah 8:1-18) 

Introduction   

The book of Nehemiah is about REBUILDING 

 1st half: Ch. 1-6 about REBUILDING INFRASTRUCTURE (WALL!)  

 2nd half: Ch. 7-13 REBUILDING THE PEOPLE  
 
The walls of the City of God are REBUILT, but the city remains largely empty of 
people. You might have thought Nehemiah’s work was done, but its not! (Our 
ministry is never done until the Lord calls us home!)  
 
People need to be REBUILT: resettled in Jerusalem and then re-educated in the 
Law of God.  
 
Nehemiah was convinced that the People of God are rebuilt by the Word of God, 
the Bible. 
 
 

Sermon points  

 
The People of God are rebuilt by the Word of God, the Bible.  
 

1. The Bible leads to worship  
 

2. The Bible is meant to be heard and understood  
 

3. The Bible is a message of hope  
 
 

Discussion starter  

 
How do some churches seek to build the people of God?  
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From the Bible  

1. Who gathered to hear God’s Word and what was their attitude to it? (v1-3)  
 

2. What’s was the people’s initial response? (v9) Why?  
 

3. What was the people’s later response? (v12) Why?  
 

4.  Why did the people celebrate the Feast of Booths/ Tabernacles? (v14, 18)  
 

 

Think it through  

1. Would you agree with the statement: Worship (v6) is not what we do for 
God, but our response to what God has done for us.    
Why is this definition so important?  

 
2. Can you see what was happening in v7-8?  Do you think sermon-based small 

groups are “working” at CCT as small groups discuss the meaning of the 
passage and its implications?  
 

3. The Feast of Booths/ Tabernacles remembered and celebrated God’s rescue 
out of Egypt. (Leviticus 23:42-43) What did that feast point us forward to? 
(Cf. John 1:14) Which “feast” do we celebrate today as we remember God’s 
ultimate rescue? (Cf. Luke 22:19-20)  
 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt (“tabernacled”) among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
(John 1:14)  

 

Pray 
 

BLESSED Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them, that by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace and ever 
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.   
(The Collect for The Second Sunday of Advent, Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 


