
 

 

 

A HOLY AMBITION: 

 

TO PREACH WHERE CHRIST  
HAS NOT BEEN NAMED 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST BIBLE STUDIES 



 

 

 

Dear Church  

August is our Missions month, when we remind ourselves of the Great 

Commission Jesus gave us:   

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 

 I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end  

of the age.”  (Matthew 28:18-20)  

Your Bible Study leader will discuss a chapter each week of the book  

“A Holy Ambition: To Preach Where Christ Has Not Been Named”.   

Download John Piper’s entire book for free: 

https://www.desiringgod.org/books/a-holy-ambition  

We trust that this month and reading these chapters will refresh your love 

for Jesus and your concern for spiritually lost people across the road and 

across the world.   

 

Don’t forget to book for reFRESH on Saturday 24  August 2019!  

 

 

 

 

 

The Elders  

 

https://www.desiringgod.org/books/a-holy-ambition
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1.  HOLY AMBITION: TO PREACH  

WHERE CHRIST HAS NOT BEEN NAMED    
 

Chapter One (John Piper,  27 August 2006) 

 

ROMANS 15:18– 24                     

For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has 

accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by 

word and deed, by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of 

the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to 

Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; and thus 

I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has 

already been named, lest I build on someone else’s foundation, but 

as it is written,“Those who have never been told of him will see, and 

those who have never heard will understand.” This is the reason why 

I have so often been hindered from coming to you. But now, since I 

no longer have any room for work in these regions, and since I have 

longed for many years to come to you, I hope to see you in passing 

as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I 

have enjoyed your company for a while.   

There are three things in this text that I think we should focus on. All of 

them have direct implications for your life (even if you are currently not 

aware of them), and all of them relate directly to God and his purposes in 

the twenty-first century. I see, first, a holy ambition; second, an 

immeasurable need; third, a global strategy. So let’s take these one at a 

time and see how they relate to each other and to us and our world today. 

1. A HOLY AMBITION 

Verse 20: “And thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where 

Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone else’s 

foundation.”  
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Paul was controlled by a holy ambition.  

I say he was controlled because he says in verse 22, “This is the reason why 

I have so often been hindered from coming to you.” And he says at the 

end of verse 23, “I have longed for many years to come to you.”  

When you long to do something for years and years, but you don’t do it, 

something or someone must be controlling you to the contrary. And what 

was controlling Paul and keeping him from going to Rome is that he was 

not finished with his ambition in the regions from Jerusalem to Illyricum. 

But finally, he says in verse 23, “I no longer have any room for work in 

these regions.” And then in verse 24: “I hope to see you in passing as I go 

to Spain.” 

 In other words, he was controlled by an ambition to preach the gospel to 

those who had not heard the name of Jesus from Jerusalem to Illyricum 

(modern-day Albania), and he would not turn from this ambition until it 

was fulfilled. But now the work is done in those regions, and his ambition 

is taking him to Spain. That frees him finally to do what he has wanted to 

do for years—namely, visit the church in Rome and enjoy their company 

for a little while. 

 It is a good thing to be controlled by a holy ambition. Are you controlled 

by a holy ambition? I am calling it “holy” because its aim is holy—to see 

people from all the nations who have never heard of Jesus believe in him 

and become obedient to him and be saved by him from their sin and from 

God’s wrath. I am also calling this ambition “holy” because it comes from 

the holy God and his holy word, as we will see in a few moments. It is right 

and it is good to be controlled by a holy ambition. 

Do you have a holy ambition? Not everyone should have Paul’s ambition. 

One plants, another waters (1 Corinthians 3:6-8). Each has his own gift (1 

Corinthians 7:7). Each stands or falls his their own master (Romans 14:4). 

But I think God would be pleased if each of his children had a holy 

ambition. 
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HOLY AMBITION FOR GIRLS AND BOYS 

Little children, listen to me carefully for a moment. I know the words, “holy 

ambition,” are unusual and you don’t use them every day. “Holy ambition” 

means something you really want to do that God wants you to do. 

Something you want to do so much that doing it keeps you from doing 

other things that you also really like to do. Paul really wanted to go to 

Rome for years. But he didn’t go because he wanted something else more.  

He wanted to preach the gospel in Asia and Greece where people didn’t 

know about Jesus. He really, really, really wanted to do this. We call that 

kind of desire an “ambition.” And we call it “holy ambition” when it is 

something God wants you to do. 

Do you have one? Probably not yet. You’re still a child. That’s what you’re 

supposed to be. But some day you won’t be a child any more. And one of 

the differences between being a child and growing up is that growing up 

as a Christian means you get a holy ambition. Most little girls, my Talitha 

included, really want to have and play with dolls. That’s a good thing.  

But the day is going to come, little girls, when you will put away the fun of 

playing with dolls and grow up into the even bigger, better joy of caring 

for real babies in the nursery. And maybe you will even lead a ministry 

someday of caring for hungry babies far away, or lonely babies who have 

no mommy or daddy. And for some of you this will become a holy 

ambition. For others your holy ambition will be something else. 

And boys, listen. If you are like I was, what you really want is a ball, a truck, 

and gun and somebody to play with. I’ve never had a real gun (except a 

pellet rifle). But I shot a lot of bad guys with my Matt Dillon pistol and my 

Lukas McCain-like, circle-handled rifle. I loved playing football with my 

friends and digging roads across the street for my trucks and drawing my 

pistol so fast you couldn’t see it. It was fun. And that was good. 
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But some day you won’t be a little boy any more. And one of the 

differences between being a little boy and growing up is that growing up 

as a Christian means you get a holy ambition. And that means the fun of 

guns and trucks and balls gets small and the joy of fighting for justice and 

salvation gets big.  

Growing up means getting a holy ambition to wield the sword of the Spirit 

mightily and drive a truckload of love to the needy and kick Satan’s rear 

end in the name of Jesus. 

Mom and Dad, single people, young and old, Christians should have a holy 

ambition. Something you really, really want to do for the glory of God.  

It is something that controls you. It helps you decide not to go to “Rome” 

yet. It gives eternal focus, organization and passion to your life. 

THE SOURCE OF HOLY AMBITION 

Where does it come from? A crucial part of the answer is given in the link 

between verses 20 and 21. “Thus I make it my ambition to preach the 

gospel, not where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone 

else’s foundation, but as it is written, [then Paul quotes Isaiah 52:15] 

‘Those who have never been told of him will see, and those who have 

never heard will understand.’” 

Now here is the amazing and relevant thing about this for us. We know 

from Acts 9 and 22 and 26 that Paul was called by the risen Christ on the 

Damascus road. Jesus gave Paul his mission in Acts 26:18, “I am sending 

you [to the Gentiles, the nations] to open their eyes, so that they may turn 

from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may 

receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by 

faith in me.” So he got a calling straight from the risen, living, all-sovereign 

Jesus Christ to be a light to the Gentiles. 

But that’s not what he says in Romans 15:21. He doesn’t say, “I have this 

ambition to be a light to the nations who don’t know Christ because Jesus 

called me on the Damascus road.”  
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He says, “I have this ambition— I am controlled by a passion to preach 

where Christ has not been named— because Isaiah 52:15 says, ‘Those 

who have never been told of him will see, and those who have never heard 

will understand.’” 

What do you make of that? Here’s what I make of it. When Jesus called 

Paul on the Damascus road to take the gospel to the Gentiles who had 

never heard, Paul went to his Bible (what we today call the “Old 

Testament”) and looked for a confirmation and explanation of this calling 

to see how it fit into God’s overall plan. And he found it. And for our sake 

he speaks this way.  

He doesn’t just refer to his experience on the Damascus road, which we 

will never have. He refers to God’s written word that we do have. And he 

roots his ambition there. 

So my answer to the question, Where does your holy ambition come from?  

is this: It comes from a personal encounter with the living Christ (not 

necessarily as dramatic as the Damascus road), shaped and informed and 

empowered by the written word of God. As you meditate on the law of 

the Lord day and night (cf. Psalm 1:2)—as you immerse yourself in God’s 

word—he comes and takes some truth of that word and burns it into your 

heart until it becomes a holy ambition. If that hasn’t happened yet, 

saturate yourself with the word of God and ask him for it. 

2. AN IMMEASURABLE NEED 

God doesn’t lead us into ambitions that are pointless—that you will regret 

at the end of your life. There is always a need to be met—not a need in 

God, but in the world—by a holy ambition. Holy ambitions are not about 

self-exaltation. They are always a form of love. They always meet 

someone’s need(s). 

Now what is the immeasurable need Paul refers to in this text? Verse 20: 

“Thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has 

already been named.”  



 

7 

 

That means that Paul has set his face like flint to preach the gospel to 

people who have never heard of Christ. They don’t even know his name. 

THE NATIONS HAVE NO EXCUSE 

Now here’s the question: If these people don’t even know Jesus’ name, 

then are they responsible to believe on him for salvation? And if not, then 

wouldn’t it be safer for them just to leave them in their ignorance and 

believe that God will have mercy on them and they will be saved because 

they haven’t heard of Jesus? Why, Paul, do you suffer so much to preach 

the gospel to people who have never heard the name of Jesus? 

Paul gave the answer in Romans 1:18–23. Read it with me slowly and 

soberly and feel the weight of it the way Paul must have. These words are 

written about all those peoples and nations that have never heard the 

name of Jesus and that Paul’s holy ambition is driving to reach. 

The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the 

truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them, because 

God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his 

eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever 

since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. 

So they are without excuse. [Those are the fatal words that define 

the immeasurable need Paul sees; the nations that have never heard 

of Jesus will have no excuse at the judgment day.] For although they 

knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but 

they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 

darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged 

the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and 

birds and animals and reptiles. 

Paul says in Romans 2:12, “All who have sinned without the law will also 

perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be 

judged by the law.” Everybody will be judged according to that which they 

have access.  
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And everybody will perish who does not hear the gospel, because 

everybody suppresses the truth that they have and lives in rebellion 

against God. There is only one hope: hearing and believing the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 

The need of the nations who do not know the name of Jesus is an 

immeasurable need. It is an infinite need. The greatest need that can be 

imagined is the need of the nations to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ and 

believe. Because the gospel of Jesus “is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16).  

And no one is saved without it. 

Not every one of you is called to go like Paul. But you can’t be a loving 

person and not want your life to count or contribute to the meeting of this 

great need. 

3. A GLOBAL STRATEGY 

But some of you God is calling to join Paul personally and vocationally in 

this particular global strategy. Here’s the strategy. And it is amazing. If you 

are newer to Bethlehem, listen carefully for how we understand missions.  

Here are Paul’s amazing statements. 

First, verse 19b: “From Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I 

have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ.” That’s from Jerusalem 

up through Syria, across Asia Minor (Turkey), down through Greece on the 

east side and up the west to northern Italy where Albania is today. Paul 

says he has fulfilled the gospel there. And he underlines that astonishing 

statement in verse 23 by saying, “I no longer have any room for work in 

these regions.” And then in verse 24 he says, “I go to Spain.” 

What in the world did he mean that he had no room for work from 

Jerusalem to Illyricum? It is not a risk to say that there were tens of 

thousands of people yet to be evangelized in those regions.  

We know this because Paul writes to Timothy at Ephesus (in this very 

region) and commands him to “do the work of an evangelist”  
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(2 Timothy 4:5). In other words, there are people that need to be 

evangelized. And Paul says his work is done in this region. 

We take that to mean: Paul is not a local evangelist; he’s a frontier 

missionary, a pioneer missionary. That is, his calling and his ambition is not 

to do evangelism where the church has been planted. The church should 

do that. Paul’s calling and his ambition is to preach the gospel where there 

is no evangelizing church. There are no Christians. They don’t even know 

the name. 

MISSIONS, EVANGELISM, AND HOLY AMBITION 

The terminology is not what’s crucial. What’s crucial is the distinction. 

There are frontier or pioneer missionaries, and there are evangelists. 

Missionaries cross cultures and learn languages. And frontier missionaries 

pour out their lives “by word and deed, by the power of signs and 

wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God” (Rom. 15:18-19) to break 

through thousands of years of darkness and the reign of Satan over a 

people who do not know the King of kings and the Savior of the world. 

This was Paul’s ambition.  

And since the great commission to make disciples of all nations is still valid 

and there are peoples today who do not know the gospel, therefore every 

church should pray that God raise up many frontier missionaries, and 

make all of us evangelists. 

I can imagine—indeed I pray—that ten years from now someone— 

perhaps ten of you—will write a letter home from an unreached people 

and say, “I am here to speak the gospel to those who have never heard, 

for as it is written in Romans 15:20, ‘I make it my ambition to preach the 

gospel, not where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone 

else’s foundation.’ God burned that word onto my heart and turned it into 

a holy ambition at Bethlehem Baptist Church, August, 2006.” 

Lord, please, do that. Amen. 
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MISSION PARTNER :  

LEAH RAMAZANI 

 

 

 

Leah is a Gospel worker with “Hope under the Bridge” in Salt River.  

She desires to love, serve and point people to Jesus in order for God to 

touch and restore their lives to Himself.  She is also involved with teaching 

English at Cross Central Church in Parow. 

 

PRAYER 

 Pray for Gospel connections and conversations as she reach out 

through sharing and pointing people to JESUS 

 Ask for wisdom, a heart of compassion, deeper love & humility. 

 Pray for strength and protection as the area where she works has a 

reputation of being unsafe. 

 Ask God to really bring lasting change through the Gospel at Hope 

under the Bridge.  

 Pray for good relationships with the women she meets in Parow.  

May she have many opportunities to share the Gospel and 

demonstrate God’s love to them.   
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2.  OTHER SHEEP THAT ARE NOT  

OF THIS FOLD 

Chapter Six   (“Don’t waste your life” college event,  

San Luis Obispo, California, John Piper 30 March 2008) 
 

One of the most moving books I have read about the history of modern 

missions is The St. Andrews Seven by Stuart Piggin and John Roxborogh 

(Banner of Truth, 1985). It tells the story of how the life and teaching of 

Thomas Chalmers at the University of St. Andrews inspired six of his best 

students in the 1820’s to radical missionary commitment which resulted 

in 141 years of combined service on the mission field.  

One of the most brilliant of these young students died while he was still 

18. Already his memoirs filled two volumes. He said in one of his addresses 

to the mission society at the university:  

We know of no office in the Church of God where the very highest 

mental attainments can be more beneficially employed, than in the 

office, all despised as it is, of the Christian missionary. (p.53)  

The reason I mention this book is that it illustrates historically what I am 

trying to bear witness to in my life and church, namely, that a vision and 

zeal for missions can and should flow down from a vision of the greatness 

of God and his grand design for the world.  

That group of students was part of the second generation of modern 

missions. The same thing is illustrated from the first generation, too.  

Let me illustrate this from the life of William Carey, the father of modern 

missions who gave 40 years of his life in India and who never went home 

on furlough. (Taken from p. 13 of A Vision for Missions by Tom Wells, 

Banner of Truth, 1985.)  

In 1797, four years after he came to India, Carey tells us of being 

confronted by a Brahman.  



 

12 

 

Carey had preached on Acts 14:16 and 17:30 and said that God formerly 

allowed all men everywhere to go their own way, but now he commands 

all men everywhere to repent. The Brahman responded, “Indeed I think 

God ought to repent for not sending the gospel sooner to us.”  

Here is a crucial need for deep Biblical doctrine. It is not an easy objection 

to answer. Listen to the kind of answer Carey gave and see if you would 

have thought of such a thing.  

To this I added, suppose a kingdom had been long overrun by the 

enemies of its true king, and he though possessed of sufficient power 

to conquer them, should yet suffer them to prevail, and establish 

themselves as much as they could desire, would not the valor and 

wisdom of that king be far more conspicuous in exterminating them, 

than it would have been if he had opposed them at first, and 

prevented their entering the country? Thus by the diffusion of gospel 

light, the wisdom, power, and grace of God will be more conspicuous 

in overcoming such deep-rooted idolatries, and in destroying all that 

darkness and vice which have so universally prevailed in this country, 

than they would have been if all had not been suffered to walk in 

their own ways for so many ages past.  

What an answer! The sovereign God rules the nations in such a way that 

even the ages of unbelief will redound to his glory in the most pagan of 

countries when the gospel victory comes!  

Carey did not say that God was unable to get the gospel to India sooner 

simply because of his stubborn and disobedient people. He knew that 

such impotence is simply not worthy of the name of God.  

So the modern missionary movement got its start in an atmosphere of 

strong doctrinal commitments. They were the commitments of the great 

American pastor and theologian, Jonathan Edwards. Edwards wrote The 

Life of David Brainerd, the young New England missionary—a biography 

that deeply influenced Carey.  



 

13 

 

And on the boat to India, Carey said he comforted his mind by reading 

sermons of Jonathan Edwards who had died forty years earlier. For 

example: June 24, 1793, 

Saw a number of flying-fish. Have begun to write Bengali, and read 

Edwards’ sermons and Cowper’s poems. Mind tranquil and serene…  

The keynote of Edwards’ and Carey’s theology was the centrality of God 

and the glory of his sovereign grace. The origin of modern missions sprang 

up among pastors in England who were decidedly doctrinal in their life 

and preaching. Andrew Fuller, Samuel Pearce, John Sutcliffe and William 

Carey were all of this sort. This was the little band of brothers from which 

such amazing things sprung in the beginning of the modern missionary 

movement in the late 1700’s.  

Their majestic view of God moved them to lay claim to the nations on 

behalf of the risen Christ who said, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

belongs to me. Therefore, go make disciples of all nations…” (Matt. 28:18– 

19).  

The modern missionary movement was born in this majestic view of the 

sovereignty of God and the global authority of Jesus Christ.  

Later on such names as David Livingstone, Adoniram Judson, Alexander 

Duff, John Paton, etc., were driven by the same vision. They loved the 

historic doctrines of Biblical Christianity.  

I love their vision of God because I have found it in Scripture and this God 

is magnificent. My aim is to show how in my own experience the majesty 

and the glory of God and his absolute authority and power awaken and 

sustain a passion for world missions—the reaching of all the 

ethnolinguistic people-groups of the world with the good news that the 

Son of God, Jesus Christ, has come and died in our place to remove the 

guilt and condemnation of sin and has risen from the dead to destroy 

death and secure everlasting life and joy for all who will believe on his 

name.  
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My text for this message is taken from John 10:16. Jesus says,  

I have other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, 

and they will heed my voice. So there shall be one flock, one 

shepherd.  

This is the great missionary text in the Gospel of John. But in order to 

understand this missionary promise of Christ we have to notice at least six 

things in the context of John 10.  

SIX OBSERVATIONS FROM CHRIST’S MISSIONARY PROMISE 

1. JESUS CALLS HIMSELF A SHEPHERD.  

Verse 11: “I am the good shepherd.”  Verse 14: “I am the good shepherd.”  

The flock of God is the people of Israel. We know this because later, in 

verse 16, Jesus refers to other sheep that are not of this fold, namely 

Gentile converts. This leads to the second observation.  

2. SOME SHEEP ARE CHRIST’S AND SOME ARE NOT.  

Verses 3b-4: “…He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When 

he has brought out all his own, he goes before them.”  

Verse 14: “I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know 

me.”  

In other words, not all the people in the flock of Israel truly belonged to 

Christ. Some were his sheep; some weren’t.  

3. THE REASON SOME SHEEP BELONGED TO JESUS SO 

THAT HE COULD CALL THEM HIS OWN IS THAT GOD  

THE FATHER HAD GIVEN THEM TO THE SON.  

Verse 29: “My Father who has given them to me, is greater than all and 

no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.”  
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This is Jesus’ way of talking about the doctrine of election. God has chosen 

a people for his own. These are his sheep. He then gives them to his Son 

so that they can be saved by faith in him.  

You can see this clearly in John 17:6 where Jesus says to his Father, 

I have manifested your name to the men whom you gave me out of 

the world; thine they were, and you gave them to me, and they have 

kept thy word.  

And you can see it in John 6:37, All that the Father gives me will come 

to me; and him who comes to me I will not cast out.  

So Jesus can speak with confidence about some sheep among the flock of 

Israel that are definitely his, because they first belonged to the Father 

before they ever came to Jesus or believed on Jesus. The Father had 

chosen them for himself—”thine they were”—and then he had given 

them to the Son— ”and thou hast given them to me” (see 6:39, 44, 65; 

17:9, 24; 18:9).  

4.  SINCE JESUS KNOWS THOSE WHO ARE HIS, HE CAN 

CALL THEM BY NAME AND BECAUSE THEY ARE 

ALREADY HIS THEY FOLLOW.   

Verses 3b-4: The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name 

and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own he goes before 

them and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.  

Verse 27: My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.  

Be sure you see the thrust of these verses: being one of Christ’s sheep 

enables you to respond to his call. It is not the other way around in these 

verses: responding to his call does not make you one of his sheep. If you 

hear and recognize his voice it is because you already are one of his sheep, 

chosen by the Father. You come to the Son because the Father is giving 

you to the Son (Jn. 6:44, 65).  
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That is the startling thing about this chapter. And it can be very offensive 

to a self-sufficient, unbelieving heart. It reveals to us the presumption of 

ultimate self-determination—of thinking that the final, decisive 

determination of our salvation lies in our own power.  

Listen carefully to verse 26: You do not believe, because you do not 

belong to my sheep.  

The final boast of unbelief is destroyed by the doctrine of election. Those 

whom God chose he also gave to the Son, and those whom he gave to the 

Son, the Son also called by name, and those whom he called hear his voice 

and believe.  

5. BUT THAT IS NOT ALL THAT JESUS DOES FOR HIS 

SHEEP.  

Verse 11: I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 

for the sheep.  

Verses 14-15: I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know 

me, as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life 

for the sheep.  

In other words, to echo the words of Paul again,  

 those whom the Father has made his own, he also gave to the Son,  

 and those whom he gave to the Son the Son also called,  

 and those whom he called he also justified by laying down his life for 

the sheep.  

6. ON THE BASIS OF THIS SACRIFICE JESUS GIVES 

ETERNAL LIFE TO HIS SHEEP AND IT CAN NEVER BE 

TAKEN AWAY.  

Verses 27-30: My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 

me; and I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish, and no one 

shall snatch them out of my hand.  
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My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is 

able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.  

In other words,  

 Those whom the Father chose for himself he also gave to the Son,  

 and those whom he gave to the Son the Son also called by name,  

 and for those he called, he also laid down his life,  

 and to those for whom he died he gave eternal life, and it can never be 

taken away. 

The picture we have in John 10 is of a great shepherd who sovereignly 

saves his sheep.  

 The Father gives them to him.  

 He dies for them.  

 He calls them by name.  

 He gives them eternal life.  

 And he keeps them safe forever.  

What a great salvation we have! What a great Savior!  

And now a great danger arises for us. Satan takes every great truth and 

throws up a plausible distortion of it. He did that in William Carey’s day. 

Some Christians had taken this pride-shattering doctrine of salvation 

through sovereign grace and twisted it into an in-house, elitist doctrine 

for the private comfort of the chosen few with no burden to reach the 

nations of the world.  

But God in his mercy has again and again made clear to his servants that 

his salvation is not the prerogative of any one group on earth.  

Just when the Jewish disciples begin to feel like they are the real select 

heirs of Abraham, Jesus strikes in John 10:16: “I have other sheep, that 

are not of this fold”—among the Gentiles.  
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Just when the early American Puritans were settling in to their “chosen” 

status as the New Israel in the New England, Jesus said to John Eliot, “I 

have other sheep that are not of this Puritan fold—among the Algonquin 

Indians.” And 100 years later to David Brainerd, “I have other sheep that 

are not of this Congregational fold— among the Susquehanna.”  

Just when the Particular Baptists of England were being frozen in the 

unbiblical ice of hyper-Calvinism, Jesus spoke to William Carey: “I have 

other sheep that are not of this English fold—in India.”  

Just when the mission agencies and churches were growing content with 

the coastland successes around the world, Jesus stirred up Hudson Taylor, 

“I have other sheep that are not of this coastal fold—in the middle of 

China.” And to David Livingstone: “In the middle of Africa.”  

And just when all of western Christendom began to feel content in the 

20th century that every country of the world had been penetrated with 

the gospel, Jesus came to Cameron Townsend, the founder of Wycliffe 

Bible Translators, and said, “I have other sheep that are not of this visible 

worldwide fold—among the hidden tribal peoples, thousands of them 

with not even a portion of Scripture in their language.”  

John 10:16 is the great missionary text in the Gospel of John: I have other 

sheep that are not of this fold! Every time we start to get comfortable with 

just us, it is like a thorn in the cushion on the pew. Every time a board of 

world missions begins to get comfortable with the ten or eleven fields 

where we are planting churches, John 10:16 is like a bugle call: I have 

other sheep in thousands of peoples yet unreached by the gospel.  

But this verse is far more than a mere goad. It is full of hope and power. It 

is a deep and broad foundation for great mission efforts. So I want to look 

at four things in John 10:16 that should fill us to overflowing with 

confidence in our missions dreaming and planning and labor.   
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FOUR REASONS  

WE SHOULD DO MISSIONS CONFIDENTLY 

 

1. CHRIST HAS PEOPLE BESIDES THOSE ALREADY 

CONVERTED—OTHER PEOPLE BESIDES US.  

“I have other sheep that are not of this fold.” In that context he meant the 

nations beyond Israel.  By implication it means today Christ has a people 

beyond the church. They belong to his Father. There will always be people 

who argue that the doctrine of election and predestination makes 

missions pointless. But they are always wrong. It does not make missions 

pointless; it makes missions possible.  

I remember John Alexander, a former president of Inter-Varsity, saying in 

a Q&A at Urbana 67,  

At the beginning of my missionary career I said that if predestination 

were true I could not be a missionary. Now after 20 years of 

struggling with the hardness of the human heart, I say I could never 

be a missionary unless I believed in the doctrine of predestination.  

It gives hope that Christ most certainly has a people among the nations.  

“I have other sheep.”  

It was precisely this truth that encouraged the apostle Paul when he was 

downcast in Corinth.  

And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but 

speak and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no man shall attack 

you to harm you; for I have many people in this city.” (Acts 18:9-10)  

“I have other sheep that are not of this fold.” It is a promise full of hope 

for those who dream about new fields of missionary labor.  
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2. THE VERSE IMPLIES THAT THE “OTHER SHEEP” THAT 

CHRIST HAS ARE SCATTERED OUTSIDE THE PRESENT 

FOLD.  

This is made explicit in John 11:51-52, where John explains a word of 

prophecy spoken by Caiaphas, the high priest. 

He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year 

he prophesied that Jesus should die for the nation, and not for the 

nation only, but to gather into one the children of God who are 

scattered abroad.  

World evangelization, for the apostle John, is the ingathering of the 

children of God—those sheep that God has chosen and intends to give to 

the Son. And the point for our encouragement in missionary strategy is 

that they are scattered. They are not all pocketed in one or two places. 

They are scattered everywhere. The way John put it when he wrote the 

book of Revelation was this:  

You were slain and by your blood you ransomed men for God from 

every tribe and tongue and people and nation. (5:9)  

This is why all the talk in our day about reaching unreached people groups 

seems to me to be totally Biblical. So we may be sure on the authority of 

God’s word that among all the peoples of the world we will find those who 

belong to the Father. 

 This is a great encouragement to get on with the task of frontier missions 

and to reach all the unreached peoples of the world.  
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3. THE LORD HAS COMMITTED HIMSELF TO BRING HIS 

LOST SHEEP HOME.  

He promises to do it. “I have other sheep, that are not of this fold; I must 

bring them also.” He will bring them. This does not mean, as some of the 

hyper-Calvinists thought it did in Carey’s day, that Christ will gather in his 

sheep without sending us to call them!  

In John 17:18 Jesus says,  

As the Father has sent me, even so send I you.  

We continue the mission of Christ. So Jesus prays in John 17:20,  

I do not pray for these [his disciples] only but also for those who 

believe in me through their word.  

In other words, just as Jesus called his sheep with his own lips in Palestine, 

so he still calls them today with our lips, and they hear his voice and follow 

him (cf. 1 Jn 4:6). He does it. But not without us!  

This is the wonder of the gospel. When it is preached truthfully in the 

power of the Spirit it is not merely the word of man. It is the word of God! 

(1 Thess. 2:13).  

In other words, even today it is just as true as it was in Jesus day: “My 

sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me” (Jn 10:27). It 

is Christ who calls in the gospel. Christ gathers. “I will build my church!” 

(Matt. 16:18). We are only ambassadors speaking in his stead.  

That is why Paul said in Romans 15:18,  

I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has 

wrought through me to win obedience from the Gentiles.  

So we can take heart: all authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to the Son of God (Matt. 28:18) and he declares, “I must bring in my other 

sheep.” He will do it.  

Which implies the final word of hope from the text.   
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4. IF HE BRINGS THEM THEY WILL COME!  

“I have other sheep, that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, 

and they will heed my voice” (John 10:16).  

None of Christ’s sheep finally reject his word. And none believe without 

it!  

What else can keep you going in a hard and unresponsive place of ministry 

except the confidence that God reigns and that those whom the Father 

has chosen will heed the voice of the Son?  

I close with a story about Peter Cameron Scott who was born in 1867 and 

founded the African Inland Mission. He had tried to serve in Africa but had 

to come home because he contracted malaria. The second attempt was 

especially joyful because he was joined by his brother John. But the joy 

evaporated as John fell victim to the fever. Scott buried his brother all by 

himself, and at the grave rededicated himself to preach the gospel.  

But again his health broke and he had to return to England utterly 

discouraged.  

But in London something wonderful happened. We read about it in Ruth 

Tucker’s From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya (Zondervan 1983)—a book that I 

hope all of you will read.  

He needed a fresh source of inspiration and he found it at a tomb in 

Westminster Abbey that held the remains of a man who had inspired 

so many other in their missionary service to Africa. The spirit of David 

Livingstone seemed to be prodding Scott onward as he knelt 

reverently and read the inscription,  

Other sheep I have which are not of this fold;  Them also I must bring.  

He would return to Africa and lay down his life, if need be, for the 

cause for which this great man had lived and died. (301)  
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My prayer for you is that God might deepen and broaden the Biblical 

foundation of your vision for the world. May he open our eyes, not only 

to the fields that are white to harvest, but also to the majesty and splendor 

and glory of his sovereign grace.  

And may we be carried over all the obstacles and discouragements by the 

great confidence that the Lord himself will gather the ransomed from 

every tribe and tongue and people and nation. “I have other sheep that 

are not of this fold. I must bring them also. They will hear my voice!” And 

when all have heard and believed the end will come. And the kingdoms of 

this earth shall be the kingdoms of our God and of his Christ. Don’t waste 

your life. Open your mouth and become the voice of the Sovereign 

Shepherd.  
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MISSION PARTNERS : THE AGENBAGS 
 

 
 

Gerhard and Nadine, with their children Gerdi, Annike, Mika and Emma 

live in Asia.  Gerhard lectures at a University and Nadine teaches at a 

School.  They are involved with student ministry and B-studies with local 

believers. Gerhard has just taken over the national leadership for their 

organization.  

 

PRAYER: 

 Ask that Gerhard will reflect Jesus well to his first year students. 

 Give thanks for the Tuesday Mom’s B-study fellowship with local 

ladies.  Pray for Nadine who has to participate in Chinese.   

 Ask that Gerhard will be a real encouragement to local friend Ethan 

with whom he meets weekly.   

 Give thanks for the opportunity and pray for much wisdom for 

Gerhard’s new leadership role.  

 Please pray for safety and that they may be able to continue their 

work in spite of opposition from authorities.  
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3.  DECLARE HIS GLORY AMONG THE NATIONS1 

Chapter 12  (John Piper  29 June 2008) 

 

In this final message, I want to strike two notes: singing and nations— 

music and missions—for the glory of God. These are what stand out to me 

from Psalm 96. How shall we think and feel with God about nations and 

about singing, and how are they related in this psalm and in the age to 

come? And how are they related to Jesus?  

Here is the way I am thinking about the sequence of these messages. After 

the overview from Psalm 1 to establish that the Psalms are God’s word 

and that Psalms are songs, and therefore they aim to shape our thinking 

and our feeling, we looked at spiritual depression and how to be 

discouraged well (Psalm 42). Then we looked at guilt and regret and how 

to be brokenhearted well (Psalm 51). Then, coming out of that 

discouragement and regret, we rose into gratitude and praise and blessing 

the Lord (Psalm 103).  

Then last time we saw that we are often bitterly opposed and sometimes 

horribly treated and that the heart cries out for justice and for the 

punishment of our adversaries (Psalm 69). And we found relief from this 

rage in the assurance that the imprecatory psalms will indeed be fulfilled, 

and all wrongs will be duly punished, either on the cross of Christ for those 

who repent, or in hell, for those who don’t. Vengeance is mine, says the 

Lord. As for you, love your enemy.  

God will handle those who sin against you. Nobody gets away with 

anything in the universe.  

Jesus Christ has been the key and goal of all these Psalms. They are not 

complete without him. So it will be today.  

                                                      
1 This is the final message in a series of sermons entitled “Psalms: Thinking and Feeling with God.” These messages are 

referred to throughout the message and can be found online at www.desiringgod.org. 
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MADE FOR GLOBAL PURPOSES 

So now with our anger relieved, and our sense of justice sustained, and 

our hearts full of gratefulness that as far as the east is from the west so 

far are our transgressions removed from us (Psalm 103:12), and our 

mouths and souls full of blessing to God for all his goodness, what could 

be missing? Where do the Psalms take us finally? The answer is that God 

has made you for global purposes. God has made you for something very 

large.  

STRIKING THE NATIONS NOTE 

You may think that, when discouragement is past and guilt is relieved and 

anger is assuaged and your mouth is full of blessing, the reason for your 

existence has been attained. In one sense, you would be right. There will 

be nothing greater than blessing the Lord with overflowing praise and 

gratitude.  

But there is something missing. God did not make known his ways or 

reveal his glory or display his marvelous works for you alone, or for your 

ethnic group alone. He did it with a view to the nations—all the nations, 

not political states, but nations like the Cherokee Nation, the Navaho 

Nation, the Waorani Nation. “Peoples” the Psalm calls them. So the first 

note we will strike is the nations note. 

FOR THE NATIONS 

Trace with me the focus on nations in this Psalm. The psalmist says that 

God’s people should do at least three things for the nations.  

1. DECLARE GOD’S GLORY  

First, declare to them the truth about God’s glory and works and salvation.  

Verses 2–3, Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from 

day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works 

among all the peoples!  
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Tell of his salvation, declare his glory, declare his marvelous works. Do this 

“among the nations.” Do this “among all the peoples.” All of them. Leave 

none out. Verse 10 sums up your declaration with the message of the 

kingship of God over the nations, 

 Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!” 

2. SUMMON THE NATIONS TO JOIN IN 

Second: Summon the nations to join the people of God in ascribing glory 

to God and singing praise to him. Verse 7:  

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord 

glory and strength!  

Verse 1: Sing to the Lord, all the earth!  

So, don’t just tell the earth the facts about the greatness and the glory of 

God; bid them to join you in praising him. Call for their conversion. All the 

nations must bow before the one true God of Israel, whom we know now 

as the Father of our Lord Jesus the Messiah.  

3. WARN THEM OF JUDGMENT 

Third, don’t just declare his glory to them, and don’t just summon them 

to join in ascribing glory to him, but warn them that the reason they must 

do this is that they are depending on false gods and judgment is coming 

on all the nations.  

Verse 5:  All the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord 

made the heavens. 

Verse 10:  Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved;  

he will   judge the peoples with equity. 

 Verse 13:  He comes, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge 

the  world in righteousness, and the peoples in his faithfulness.  
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In other words, when he says, “Sing to the Lord, all the earth,” and, 

“Declare…his marvelous works among all the peoples,” and, “He is to be 

feared above all gods,” and “Tremble before him, all the earth,” and, “All 

the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,” he really means all. The God 

of the Psalms lays claim on the allegiance of every people. All of them—in 

all their unimaginable diversity of culture and religion.  

EVERY NATION, ALL THE PEOPLES 

Do not, the psalm implies, leave out any nation, any people, any family— 

all of them must convert to the true and living God and abandon all their 

other gods. Do not let any unloving trend of multiculturalism make you 

shrink back from the loving work of calling every people from every other 

religion to repent and ascribe all glory to the one and only true and living 

God.  

Listen to this (not from Psalm 96) and see if you can guess where it is 

coming from: 

“I will praise you among the Gentiles (nations), and sing to your 

name.” And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles (nations), with his 

people.” And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles (nations), and 

let all the peoples extol him.” And again Isaiah says, “The root of 

Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles (nations); in 

him will the Gentiles (nations) hope.” (Romans 15:9–12)  

Those are quotes from the Psalms, Deuteronomy, and Isaiah piled up by 

the apostle Paul to support what? The coming of Jesus as the Messiah for 

all nations. Here’s the context (verses 8–9):  

I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised [the Jews] 

to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to 

the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles (the nations) might 

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written…  
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Then come the Old Testament promises summoning all the nations to 

praise God for his mercy, namely, for the work of Jesus Christ on the cross 

in dying for sinners and making mercy possible for rebel, Gentile sinners 

like us.  

MADE TO SING OF GLORY 

How should you feel about this emphasis on all the nations, and all the 

peoples in Psalm 96? And in the New Testament? God is not telling us this 

for the purposes of feeling exhausted, but for the purposes of feeling 

exhilarated.  

And I mean both missionary goers and missionary senders—all of us who 

believe in the one true God, revealed most fully in the God-man Jesus 

Christ.  

Why do I say this? Look at verse 1. This missionary impulse to all the 

nations is flowing from singing and calling for singing.  

Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth!  

This is a singing mission. This is the way you feel when your team has won 

the Super Bowl or the World Cup or the cross-town rivalry—only a 

thousand times greater.  

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all 

the peoples!  

We are speaking of glory. We are speaking of marvelous works, not boring 

works. Nor ordinary works. We have tasted and seen that this God is 

greater to know than all other greatness. 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised (verse 4).  

We are exhilarated to know him and sing to him and call the world to sing 

with us to him.  

You were made for this. I mean all of you who say from the heart,  

“Jesus is Lord.” When you confess Jesus as the Lord of the universe, you 

sign up for significance beyond all your dreams.  
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I mean businessmen, homemakers, students. To belong to Jesus is to 

embrace nations for which he died and which he will rule. Your heart was 

made for this, and there will always be a serious or mild sickness in your 

soul until you embrace this global calling.  

THE LARGEST CAUSE OF ALL 

Listen to J. Campbell White, the first secretary of the Layman’s Missionary 

Movement in the early 1900’s. This movement was born among 

businessmen who were captured by a holy ambition to get behind what 

God was doing in the massive Student Volunteer Movement. Here is what 

the main leader among laymen said:  

Most men are not satisfied with the permanent output of their lives. 

Nothing can wholly satisfy the life of Christ within his followers except 

the adoption of Christ’s purpose toward the world he came to 

redeem. Fame, pleasure and riches are but husks and ashes in 

contrast with the boundless and abiding joy of working with God for 

the fulfillment of his eternal plans. The men who are putting 

everything into Christ’s undertaking are getting out of life its 

sweetest and most priceless rewards. (J. Campbell White, “The 

Layman’s Missionary Movement,” in Perspectives on the World 

Christian Movement: A Reader, 225)  

How should you feel about the global purpose of Jesus Christ to be 

glorified among all the nations? You should feel like this cause is the 

consummation of your significance in life. Many other things are 

important in life. But this is the largest cause of all. Every follower of the 

Lord of Lords and King of Kings embraces this purpose and finds the 

consummation of his reason for living in being a part of this great purpose 

of God to be glorified among all the nations.  

  



 

31 

 

STUNNING SHIFTS AMONG THE NATIONS 

And what is the situation among the nations today? Stunning shifts are 

taking place as God gathers his elect from all the nations and sends his 

church to all the nations.  

Europe and America are not the center of gravity in world Christianity any 

longer. The center is shifting south and east. Latin America, Africa, and 

Asia are experiencing phenomenal growth and are becoming the great 

sending churches. Read about this in Philip Jenkins’ books The Next 

Christendom and The New Faces of Christianity.  

But I would plead that all of you become familiar with Joshua Project and 

People Groups. Here you find out who the nations, in the biblical sense, 

actually are and how many there are and how reached or unreached with 

the gospel they are. Joshua Project says there are 1,569 unengaged 

people groups (no missionaries or church), and 6,747 least reached 

groups (fewer than 2% evangelical). How I thank God that there are 

people doing this difficult work of research to help us know the task that 

remains before us. Go to these sites, and start learning what the global 

situation is. And then dream how your life as goer and sender might be 

more fully involved in declaring his glory among the nations, his marvelous 

works among all the peoples.  

How should you feel about the nations of the world? A passion for their 

salvation and a thrill that God rules over them all and calls us to be his 

emissaries to them all with the best news in the world, and that he will 

have a people of his own from all the nations, singing to him and ascribing 

glory and strength to his Son. You were made for this kind of joy.  

All the other joys of the Psalms, all the other emotions of the psalms, are 

taking us here: the glory of God celebrated and sung by all the peoples of 

the earth.  

Which brings us to our second note to strike in this message: singing.  
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STRIKING THE SINGING NOTE 

Flying like a banner over all the emphasis on the nations in this psalm are 

verses 1 and 2, and they are all about singing.  

Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth!  

Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Why would you begin a psalm about the global reach of God’s kingdom 

and the duty to “tell of his salvation from day to day” and to “declare his 

glory among the nations”—why would you begin such a psalm with the 

command to sing to the Lord a new song?  

The answer is simple: You can’t summon the nations to sing if you yourself 

are not singing. And we are summoning the nations to sing. Verse 1:  

Sing to the Lord all the earth.  

Verse 11 says, Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice.  

Even nature is being summoned to be glad. And singing is the 

consummation of that gladness and that rejoicing. This psalm is calling us 

to spread a passion for the glory of God in all things for the joy all peoples. 

And then to summon them to ascribe this glory to God in songs. This is the 

hardest and the happiest business in the world. 

And you can’t summon the nations to sing if you are not singing. So let me 

suggest why in this global missionary context the psalm would stress 

singing new songs. Notice that these new songs are “to the Lord.” Not just 

about the Lord. Verse 1: “Sing to the Lord a new song.” It’s not wrong to 

sing about the Lord. The Psalms do it all the time. But when new songs are 

being written and composed and sung “to the Lord,” something is 

happening in the church. It’s a sign of unusual life and vibrancy. People 

are not just living off the spiritual capital of previous generations, but they 

are dealing vibrantly with the living God and their songs are being sung to 

him. He is real. He is personal. He is known. He is precious. He is present. 

Worship is more intense and more personal and more engaging.  
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A NEW SONG IN OUR DAY 

That is what the psalm calls for, and that is what has been happening 

during my entire adult life. Around the world there is a new song and a 

new vibrancy and a new personal engagement in singing to the Lord. And 

the really astonishing thing in our time is the way this awakening of singing 

to the Lord with new songs has such a strong global and missionary flavor. 

To my knowledge singing has never been more at the forefront of 

missions as it is today.  

God is doing something wonderful in the fulfillment of Psalm 96. It is far 

bigger than any one church, or any one ethnic group, or any one region of 

the world. The global church is singing—singing to the Lord, singing new 

songs, and singing about God’s Lordship over the nations.  

And I would simply say: Don’t miss what God is doing. Be a part of it. Get 

the nations on your heart.  

Think rightly about God’s global purposes. Feel deeply about his 

marvelous works. Sing with all your heart to the Lord. And be a part of 

summoning the nations to join you.  

THE CENTER OF OUR SINGING 

And may the center of our singing be the same as the center of the new 

song we will sing in the age to come, namely, the song of the Lamb who 

was slain.  

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll 

and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you 

ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people 

and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our 

God, and they shall reign on the earth.” (Rev. 5:9–10)  
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MISSION PARTNER :  

JOHN BERRY 

 

 

 

John is serving at the Home Office of SIM (Serving in Mission) in Tokai.  

As Stewardship Officer, he is involved with fundraising, donor care and 

assisting missionaries with support raising. He also visits churches to raise 

mission awareness and involvement.  

 

PRAYER 

 Thank the Lord for the opportunity John had to do a ‘Business as 

Mission’ course and visiting ‘BAM’ businesses in Thailand.  Pray for 

South Africans to use their business skills for business as mission and 

in so doing, share the Good News.  

 Please pray that SIM would be able to recruit ambassadors to 

represent the organisation in all provinces of South Africa. 

 Ask the Lord to send people to help them in their Cape Town office in 

social media and communications 

 Please pray for his daughter, Tamarin, who has recently started a new 

nursing job.  Please pray for his son, Vaughan, to come to know the 

Lord in a personal way. 
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MISSION PARTNERs :  

RONALD AND WENDY  

VAN NIEKERK 

 

 

Ronald and Wendy serve with Child Evangelism Fellowship in the George 

area.  They are involved with children’s clubs, school ministries and the 

training of children’s workers.  

 

PRAYER 

 Please pray for more workers.  Thank God for new volunteers in 

Knysna and ask for wisdom in guiding them in ministry.  

 Please ask for sufficient financial support as their ministry grows. They 

need to travel long distances for training, which is costly.  Please also 

pray for safety on the roads.     

 A school has recently informed them that they may no longer present 

the Good News to the learners.  Please pray that they will not get 

discouraged, but persevere faithfully. 

 Please pray for the children they weekly minister to in children clubs 

and school. May many come to know and love Christ.  

 


