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BACKGROUND 
 

Like all other Old Testament historians, the author of the book of Samuel 

remains anonymous. 1 & 2 Samuel were originally one book, however, 

probably due to the great length of the material, the book was divided in 

two. 

 

The book is named after the first major character in the narrative and is set 

roughly in 1050-970 BC.  It seems that the inspired historian/author compiled 

the book from various records he had at hand (1 Chronicles 29:29-30). 

 

In terms of history, the book comes after Israel’s spectacular exodus from 

Egypt.  Israel had entered the land of Canaan that God had promised 

more than 400 hundred years before to Abraham.  God had given Moses 

the 10 commandments as a guideline for the people.  As God’s chosen, 

rescued people, their lives had to be different from the nations around 

them. 

 

Under Joshua’s capable leadership they had conquered most of Canaan.  

After Joshua’s death, Israel forsook the Lord and compromised with the 

nations around them.  Yet God is extremely kind and he raised up rescuers 

for the people when they got themselves into trouble. Despite God’s 

undeserved kindness the people continued “doing what was right in their 

own eyes”.  The author of Judges tells us that the reason for this was that 

Israel had no king.  Ironically, God should have been their king. 

 

The book of Samuel is about Israel finding a king, and in the process, 

learning a lesson in true leadership. 1 Samuel covers the lives of Samuel, 

Saul and David. Jesus is known as the “son of David”, so there is much to 

learn.   

 

1 Samuel will answer questions like: 

 

What are the characteristics of a good leader? 

 

What role does suffering play in the good leader’s life? 

 

What is the relationship between the good leader and the Word of God? 
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1 Samuel continues the great rescue story in which God both acts and 

speaks in real time-space to achieve his purposes, all of which culminate in 

the person and work of Jesus Christ.  It is also in the time period of the book 

of Samuel that the Psalms and Proverbs were written. 

 

We at Christ Church Tygerberg believe that God still speaks through what 

he has spoken, and that nothing is more necessary for the life, health and 

growth of Christian people than that they should hear what the Spirit is 

saying to them through his ancient - yet ever modern - Word. 

 

 

We recommend the following commentaries on 1 Samuel: 

 

1. Commentary in the New Bible Commentary (IVP). 

2. 1 Samuel For You, by Tim Chester  

(The Good Book Company)  

3. Opening Up 1 Samuel, by Jim Newheiser  

(Day One Publications)  
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1. A COMING KING  
1Samuel 1-2 
 

In the time of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, 

who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah, his wife Elizabeth was also a 

descendent of Aaron.   But they had no children, because Elizabeth was 

barren.... 

Luke 1:5,7 

 

Israel was in a state of confusion, rebellion, moral chaos and religious 

pluralism.  Everyone was doing what was right in his own eyes.  Israel was in 

a crisis.  They had forsaken and turned their back on God.  The real problem 

was not the lack of a king, but a lack of obedience to God as king.  

 

Would God withdraw his presence and abandon his people forever?  

Would God give them what they deserved?  Surprisingly, our attention is 

focused on a certain man from a small village whose wife couldn’t have a 

baby.  

 

Our world is in a crisis situation too.  One wonders what God will do. 

 

Judges 21:25 & 1Samuel 1:1-8 

 

1.  Does this account sound familiar?  Cf.  Judges 13:2 & Luke 1:5-7 

 

 

2.  What does this lead us to expect?  Think especially of the “barren” 

women theme & Judges 13:5b, 21:25 

 

 

3.  Hannah was upset.  What was the root cause of this situation (v5,6)? 

 

 

1 Samuel 1:9-20 

 

1.  What was Hannah driven to do (v10-11)? 

 

2.  What was her attitude when she prayed? 

 

3.  Who was ultimately responsible for Hannah falling pregnant (v19b)? 
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Samuel, would be a Nazarite, just like Samson.  The two birth stories are 

remarkably similar, but as we shall see the boys grow up to be very 

different.  

 

1 Samuel 1:21-28 

 

1. What are our children and who do they ultimately belong to? 

 

2. How must this influence the way we raise them? 

 

 

1 Samuel 2:1-12 

 

1. Hannah’s remarkable prayer reminds us that God:  

 

V2: 

 

v3: 

 

v4: 

 

v5,7,8a: 

 

v6: 

 

v8b: 

 

v9: (Think of David and Goliath) 

 

v10: 

 

 

2. The God of Hannah is our God.  Do we as Christian people have an 

adequate view of God?   

 

 

3. Compare Hannah’s prayer with Mary’s song (Luke 1:46-55).  How do 

they agree? 

 

 

4. What did Samuel do after his parents left? 
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Israel was in a crisis.  People were doing what was right in their own eyes 

and the result was internal chaos, not to mention the threat of foreign 

oppression. Ironically, the mess is blamed on the lack of a king (Judges 

21:25) when God should have been their king.  The question we’re forced 

to ask is: What will God do about this?  Will he forsake Israel? 

 

With this backdrop, the book of 1 Samuel begins with a “certain man” from 

the small village of Ramah (1v1,19).  All our attention is suddenly focused 

and zoomed in on this man and his wife who is barren.  Of course, there 

must have been many barren women in Israel, but our attention is on this 

woman because God is again doing something remarkable.  

What will God do about Israel?  A baby is born.   

 

Hannah recognises that, contrary to the world’s thinking, it is not by might 

and power that one prevails, and that the LORD is the true Judge (2:10). 

She foresees a King, chosen by God and whom God will strengthen. 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT AND APPLICATION  

 

Luke 1:5-7, 11-16   

 

1. What are the similarities between Samuel and John called the 

Baptizer? 

 

 

2. How would their roles be similar? 

 

 

Luke 1:26-33 

 

3. The answer to Israel’s crisis was not going to be a powerful person or 

a politician.  The answer came from a non-descript family in a small 

town.  What can we learn about the answer to the world’s crisis? 

 

 

4. “Christ” means king or anointed one.  What does this tell us about 

Jesus and how he will prevail?  (Cf. 1 Samuel 1:9-10) 

 

 

5. What point do you think God is making in chapter 1 & 2 about 

leadership?  
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6. How is the way Hannah dealt with her grief a good example to 

follow? 

 

 

 

Prayer: Lord thank you that in the small town of Bethlehem your son was 

incarnated so many years ago to be our King and lead us back into 

friendship with you.  We give you praise and thanks. 

 

 

 

 

Group prayer requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group members to follow up with: 
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2. A COMING PRIEST AND PROPHET  
1 Samuel 2:11-4:1  
 

During the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came 

to John son of Zechariah in the desert. 

Luke 3:2 

 

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many 

times and in various ways, but in these last he has spoken to us by his son.... 

Hebrews 1:1-2 

 

God will not forsake his people.  He has proven this again and again 

throughout history.  Last week we saw that in answer to the world’s crisis a 

baby was born.  But not just any baby like the thousands of babies that are 

born every year.  This baby, and the man he grew up into, would be very 

special.  What makes this baby so unique?  Do the study and find out!  

 

 

1 Samuel 2:11-21   

 

1.  What was Samuel doing (v11,18)? 

 

 

2. What does this indicate about Samuel?  (Remember his father was a 

Zuphite, a descendent of Levi.  cf. 1 Chronicles 6:22-28) 

 

 

3. Why do you think the account of Eli’s two sons (v12-17) is placed in 

between these two verses about Samuel? 

 

 

4.  What was their attitude to the Lord (v12,17)? 

 

 

5.  How serious was their crime? 

 

 

6.  How would assess the spiritual state of Israel? 

 

 

7.  How would you compare it to the world today? 
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1 Samuel 2:21-26 

 

1.  The inspired historian again contrasts the sons of Eli, the “spiritual 

leaders”, with Samuel.  Yet we see, as we would expect, another dimension 

(25b).  What is that? 

 

 

2.  The three great temptation areas that Christians (and Christian leaders!) 

face are Gold, Glory and Girls (Boys).   How can we avoid making the same 

mistake as Hophni and Phinehas? 

 

 

3.  Compare 2:26 to Luke 1:80 & 2:52.  If you were a Jew in the first Century 

and you were reading the scroll of Luke for the first time, what would you 

be thinking? 

 

 

1 Samuel 2:26-3:1 

 

1.  Who is the “man of God” speaking about in v28? 

 

 

2.  What was Eli’s crime (v29)? 

 

 

3.  What would you say is a good principle for fathers/parents, 

remembering Eli’s fault? 

 

 

4.  What is the judgement (v31)? What will show that the judgement will 

indeed take place? 

 

 

5.  Yet, what will God do (v35)?  Who is this? Cf. 3v1, 2 Sam 8:17 

 

 

Eli is accused of honouring his sons before God, because he allowed the 

abuses to continue.  As judgement for their crimes their priestly line would 

be destroyed, but for one faithful priest.  No doubt this refers to Samuel, but 

also beyond Samuel to Zadok’s ministry.  Zadok became high priest in 

David’s reign (2 Samuel 8:17), and his family (his house) held the office of 

high priest throughout the period of the monarchy.   
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6.  What was very rare in those days? 

 

 

1 Samuel 3:1-4:1 

 

1.  What does v7 tell us about Samuel’s faith? 

 

 

2.  What frightening message did God give Samuel (v11-14)? 

 

 

3.  Why was Eli judged by God (v13)? 

 

 

4.  Despite the message what did Eli recognise (v18)? 

 

 

5.  How did God use Samuel (v20-4v1)? 

 

 

6.  How does God choose to reveal himself (v21)? 

 

 

7.  Would you say that the boy Samuel experienced 1 Peter 1:23? 

 

 

8.  How can we know and experience God today? 

 

 

 

Remember we are still in the time period of the judges.  Israel is in a moral 

and social free for all.  What will God do, that is the question.  We see here 

that God’s answer is to raise up a faithful leader, who is both a priest 

(mediates between God and people) and a prophet (speaks God’s 

message to the people).  In short, God provides. 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT AND APPLICATION 

 

1.  Read John 1:1-5.  Why is Jesus described as the Word of God? 
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2.  How does God speak to us today?  Should we expect God to speak 

audibly to us? Cf. Hebrews 1:1 and 2 Peter 1:3 

 

 

3.  Who is the ultimate faithful priest that 1 Samuel 2:35 speaks about?  Cf. 

Hebrews 4:14-16 

 

 

4.  Eli honoured people before God.  Do we face the same temptation?  

Where?  What is needed? 

 

 

 

Prayer: Lord, thank-you for your inspiring and ever-living Word.   

Help us to know it and to live it and to speak it. 

 

 

Group prayer requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group members to follow up with: 
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3. THE WEIGHT OF GLORY  
1Samuel 4:1-7:2  
 

“I will build my church”.                                                                     (Jesus Christ) 

 

Leadership is the big theme of the book of Samuel.  So far God has shown 

that the best leaders often come from small, insignificant families and that 

a good leader listen to his words.  Israel wanted a king, as we’ll see later on. 

 God was supposed to be their king. Today’s study God shows us that he is 

able to lead his people without any human help.  This backdrop shows just 

how ludicrous Israel’s demand for a human king actually was.  On the other 

hand, it encourages us because we see that God’s work is not dependent 

on human leaders. 

 

1 Samuel 4:1b-11 

 

1.  What did the ark of the covenant represent (4)? 

 

 

2.  Write a brief summary of the ark’s history and draw the ark.   

(Cf. Exodus 25:10-22) 

 

 

3.  Would it be a big thing to lose the ark? 

 

 

4.  What did Israel’s elders realise (v3a)? 

 

 

5.  What mistake did they make (v3b)? 

 

 

The Ark was not a piece of magic to be wheeled around.  God wants his 

people to turn to him, heart and soul. 

 

Rather than condemn the Israelites for their childish superstition, thinking 

God could be manipulated by them pushing the right buttons, we should 

recognise how easily we fall into the same trap.  How often do we think 

God will bless us if we have a Bible reading time in the morning?  How often 

do we think we’ll impress God by our regular prayer times?  How often do 

we treat the Bible as a book of magic and read verses as if we’re playing 

pin-the-tail-on-the-donkey?   
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Personal Bible reading and prayer times are good and life-changing, but 

they certainly are not magical ways of earning God’s favour for the day.  

God desires ongoing trust and obedience (v4b) and his love for us remains 

constant. 

 

6.  Are you tempted to use God as a magical charm? 

 

 

7.  Who is in control (v11)?  Cf. 2v34 

 

 

1 Samuel 4:12-22 

 

1.  Eli had made mistakes.  Yet what was he concerned for (v13 & 18)? 

 

 

2.  Why is Phinehas’ son so appropriately named (v21,22)? 

 

 

1 Samuel 5:1-8 

 

Chapters 5 & 6 is a wonderfully hilarious story that the Israelites would have 

read over and over to their children.  As you read the next few passages 

enjoy the story! 

 

1.  Who is in complete control? 

 

2.  Where have you heard of Dagon before?  The Philistines don’t seem to 

learn their lesson... 

 

 

The Philistines worshipped Canaanite God’s, of whom Dagon was one.  It 

was common practise in the Ancient Near East for conquerors to place 

captured idols in the temples of their own deities; no doubt it was believed 

that the victors’ gods had defeated and captured the gods of their 

enemies.   

So, the Philistines thought that Dagon had now defeated and captured 

Yahweh (Jehovah, the LORD Almighty! 4v2). However, it soon became 

clear that Dagon was not in control even of his own statue.  

 

3.  5v12 tells us that God is concerned about the suffering of all people. 
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1 Samuel 6:1-12 

 

1.  What did Philistine religious experts realise (v5,6)? 

 

 

2.  What did their elaborate strategy of returning the ark (v10-12) prove 

(v9)? 

 

 

3.  God’s ark, the symbol of his continued presence, arrived back in Israel 

without the slightest effort on their part to retrieve it. What does this tell us 

about God and his ideal for the leadership of his people? 

 

1 Samuel 6:13-16, 19-7:2 

 

1.  How is the people of Beth Shem’s response right (v13-15)? 

 

 

2.  What did some of them have to learn (v19-20)? 

 

 

3.   6v20 is a good question.   

 

 

4.  Does Israel need a human king? 

 

 

God, the LORD Almighty who is enthroned between the cherubim, is Israel’s 

King and Leader.  He rules magnificently and powerfully.  He can restore 

the ark to Israel without anyone’s help.  Of course, he does choose to use 

human leaders from time to time (i.e. the book of Judges), but they always 

act under his authority and empowerment.  The LORD is King and Israel 

must remember that and, as we’ve come to expect, they don’t - and ask 

for a human king in the next study. 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT & APPLICATION 

 

1. The ark has been superseded.  How do we see God’s Glory now?   

Cf. John 1:14 
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The ark was housed in the tent or tabernacle.  The ark (and the tabernacle, 

and later the temple) symbolised God’s presence among the people.  

Literally, John 1:14 says “The Word became flesh and tabernacled/tented 

among us...”  Jesus is the presence of God among us, in Him we see God’s 

Glory. 

 

Jesus is King of the world. His power is such that his purposes will never be 

thwarted.  Still today his is enthroned between the cherubim (Revelation 

5:11-12).  He is the King we need. 

 

 

2. 6:20 is a good question. Answer it in your own words comparing 

Hebrews 10:19-22. 

 

 

3. How seriously are you taking God? “God is not there for us. We are 

here for him.” When is it easiest to forget this humbling truth?  

 

 

4. How does the episode in Dagon’s temple encourage you to keep 

following and worshipping he God of the Bible?  

 

 

Prayer: Lord, thank-you that you are all-powerful and hold the whole world, 

including our lives, in your hands.  Thank-you that you choose to use us in 

your work. 

 

 

Group prayer requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group members to follow up with: 
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4.  A KING LIKE THE NATIONS  
1 Samuel 7:2-8:22 
 

Whoever wants to be great among you must be your servant. 

Mark 10:43 

 

South Africans have a huge cynicism for leadership.  We doubt politicians 

and mistrust business leaders.  We expect leaders to fail and delight in 

finding out when they do.  We always know better than our leaders.  Yet, 

ironically, we expect a great deal from our leaders.  We pin a great deal of 

hope on our leaders to improve life, fight poverty, end crime and to act in 

our best interests.   

 

God doesn’t feature in the attitudes of most people concerning leadership. 

 In this study we note the reality and failings of human leadership and what 

is needed if human leadership is to work. 

 

1 Samuel 7:2-9 

The disaster of losing the ark and the deadly reminder of treating it 

carelessly was beginning to turn God’s people back to God again. 

 

1.  Baals and Ashtoreths were the gods of the locals, both religions were 

massively immoral.  What would prove that Israel’s change of mind was 

genuine (v3)? 

 

2.  Samuel saw this as a good opportunity to gather all Israel to renew their 

commitment to God.  What did the Philistines think (v7)? 

 

 

3.  How did God’s people act at first(v7b) and later(v8)? 

 

 

Massive change!  Instead of superstitious outward observances (i.e. the 

wheeling in of the ark), God’s people were now showing faith - putting their 

confidence in God (v8).  And God answered (v9). 

 

4. Do we as Christian people have any superstitious outward 

observances?   

 

1 Samuel 7:10-8:1 

 

1.  What is the short answer for Israel’s leadership (v12)? 
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2.  How does Samuel fit in (v17)?   

 

 

3.  What does Ch. 7 teach us about God? 

 

 

4.  Samuel sounds like the ideal leader: called and equipped by God and 

who rules in a god-like way.  What was the problem (8v1a)? 

 

 

The message of chapter 7?  Ebenezer.  Thus far the Lord has helped us. 

God’s leadership in more than adequate and he will raise up adequate 

human leadership.  Samuel is one of the clearest pictures in the Old 

Testament of what God’s ideal leader would be like.   

 

5.  How is Samuel a picture of Jesus? 

 

 

1 Samuel 8:1-9 

 

1.  Just when we thought things were going so well!  What is the shocking 

essence of their request (v5)? 

 

2.  Why was it so shocking?  Cf.  Deuteronomy 7:1-6  

 

3.  What was the problem (v1)? 

 

 

4.  The Israelites obviously did not learn the lesson of Ebenezer.  Why was it 

an insult to God (v7)? 

 

 

These few verses are very ironic.  V1-3 shows the inadequacy of 

institutionalised, hereditary leadership because, as Eli has also shown us, 

good fathers can have bad sons.  Yet in v 4-5 the people want a king (the 

epitome of institutionalised, hereditary leadership!) to judge them or to put 

things right!!!  Most shocking is their motive: To be like the other nations, 

when God’s people are meant to be different from the other nations.  

 

Israel’s leaders wanted stability.  They failed to see that the reason for their 

past defeats wasn’t the lack of a king, but their own rejection of God, their 

lack of trust in him and COMPROMISE (v8). 
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1 Samuel 8:9-22 

 

1.  God told Samuel to tell the people the ways (literally “the justice” v9,11) 

of a king.  What is the dominant verb in v11-18? 

 

2.  What would the dreadful, inevitable end result be (v18)? 

 

3.  Whose king would it be (v22)? 

 

Despite all the warnings and contrary evidence, the people persist in 

demanding a king “like the nations”.  And God gave them exactly what 

they wanted: A tall, handsome, strong young man.  Saul would be their 

king, the king they wanted.   

 

We need to remember that Kingship was established long before this.  

Jacob prophesied of the kingship of Judah, with no suggestion that this 

would not be God’s will (Genesis 49:8-10).  Written into the statutes and 

ordinances of Deuteronomy is the provision for a king (Deuteronomy 17:14-

20).   The request for a king, which Samuel first refuses, is born not of a desire 

for the king to reflect their covenant relationship with the living God, but of 

a desire to imitate the pagan nations.  We may assume that God tells 

Samuel to comply with the request because it was always his will to rule 

Israel through a king. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT & APPLICATION 

 

1. Leadership in itself is not a bad thing.  How are we not to exercise 

leadership?  Cf. Mark 10:41-44   What will this mean for you 

practically? 

 

 

2. What principle (as opposed to 1 Samuel 8:11-18) should govern 

how we lead? Cf. Mark 10:45    What will this mean for you 

practically? 

 

 

3. Samuel was God’s good, faithful leader.  He was a prophet, 

priest and judge/ruler.  How does this point us to Jesus?   

Cf. Hebrews 1:1, Hebrews 9:23-26 & Hebrews 1:2-4. 
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God, the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim, has 

shown Israel that His leadership is all they need (chapters 4-6) and can and 

will provide adequate human leadership when the need arises (chapter 7). 

 Yet the Israelites are much like ourselves and buy into the contemporary 

culture of the time and demand a “like-the-nations king”.  The request is a 

denial of God’s kingship and will have severe consequences (chapter 8).   

 

But, as we see time and time again in the book of Judges, God is gracious 

and very kind and will incorporate this king and kingship into his great 

purposes.  Of course, there will have to be a redefinition of kingship so that 

it will not be like the nations and that will come in chapter 12. 

 

4. Do we tend to look to human leaders to solve the world’s 

problems?  What does chapter 8 teach us about human 

leadership? 

 

 

5. Are we as Christian people or as a local church tempted to think 

like the nations in our leadership and lifestyle? 

 

 

6. The “Seeker-friendly” church movement, that tries to reach non-

Christians by making church services as non-threatening as possible, 

has a big following.  The goal to reach out to more non-Christians is 

excellent, but what’s the danger of these kinds of services? 

 

 

Prayer:  Lord, thank-you that you are not like us in your Kingship over us. 

Thank-you that you are kind, loving, giving and forgiving.  Help us to be the 

same. 

 

 

Group prayer requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group members to follow up with: 
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5. KING SAUL  
1 Samuel 9:1-11:15 
 

And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended 

on him in bodily form like a dove. 

Luke 3:21-22 

 

Leadership is a good thing.  Kingship is a good thing, as long as it reflects 

God’s relationship with the people.  As God says, so the people (and the 

king) must do.  The people’s request isn’t for true (God’s-in-charge) kingship, 

but rather for nation-like kingship where the king “lords” it over his subjects 

and does what he thinks is right.  Yet even behind the people’s request and 

choosing of Saul we see that God is in control achieving his purposes.   God 

again raised up a Spirit-filled individual to rescue his people. 

 

1 Samuel 9:1-6, 15-21 

 

1.  Why is Saul a good “people’s choice”? 

 

2.  In this account we see God’s complete control over events.  Who chose 

Saul to be king (v16-17)? 

 

 

3.  What was to be Saul’s job (v16a,17)? 

 

4.  What would this appointment remind the people of (v16b)? 

 

 

5.  Who does v21 remind you of?  (Cf. Judges 6:15) 

 

 

6.  How would Saul be able to do that to which God called him? (11:6) 

 

 

The people wanted a king.  In contrast, the events of chapter 9, which are 

told in a very dramatic and suspenseful way, clearly show us the Saul was 

wholly God’s choice.  He had no aspirations towards kingship, he was from 

one of the smaller tribes, yet Saul was to be God’s anointed ruler.  God 

would give the people the king they wanted. 

 

7.  Would it be loving of God and in our best interests for God to give us 

always what we wanted? 
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1 Samuel 9:27-10:2, 10:5-16 

 

1.  Just to make sure we get the point who does Samuel say has chosen 

Saul (v1)? 

 

 

2.  What would be the king’s job description (v1)?  

 

 

3.  V8 gives us an insight as to how Kingship must function in Israel.   What is 

the principle?  Cf. 10v25 

 

 

4.  What does v9-13 illustrate (ad nauseam)? 

 

 

The Saul-story starts with donkeys (9:3) and ends with donkeys (10:16).  Saul is 

God’s choice.  He gave the people the king they wanted.  Saul’s “chosen-

ness” is a secret, not even his neighbours and relatives knew.  Kingship in 

Israel is not going to be like-the-nations for the king must be subject to the 

word of God through the mouth of the prophets (v8). 

 

5.  When we choose Christian/ church leaders what should our main criteria 

be? 

 

 

1 Samuel 10:17-27 

 

1.  What is the significance of meeting at Mizpah?  (cf. 7v1,12) 

 

2.  Why was their rejection of God(v19a) so criminal (v18)? 

 

3.  How should they have responded to God? 

 

4.  How was the king to rule (v25)? 

 

 

God’s choice of Saul is again seen by the “choosing of lots”.   Samuel did 

not impose God’s choice on them they SAW (v24) him and he was made 

king by public acclamation.  Notice the fact that they physically “saw” Saul 

and shouted, “Long live the King!”, while God, in his choosing of David, 

does not look at outward appearance (16v7) but has rather different 

criteria....  More of that later!   
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The king is not free to do as he pleases or decide for himself what’s wrong 

or right but must rule and make decisions in accordance with God’s 

revelation through the prophets (v25).  And so far, Saul did (v26). 

 

1 Samuel 10:27-11:6, 11:11-15 

 

1.  How was Saul shown to be the king chosen by God (v6)? 

 

 

2.  What in v7 shows that he wanted to obey God as king? 

 

 

3.  How successful was the dawn raid (v11)? 

 

 

4.  How did Saul treat those who had criticised him? 

 

 

Saul appeared to be the sort of king God wanted: One who lived by God’s 

word (v7) (delivered through Samuel) and recognised it was God’s victory 

(v13).  God’s king brought a rescue for God’s people in God’s power.    All 

the people went to Gilgal (cf. Joshua 4:19-24) and held a “great 

celebration” (v15).  But Samuel wasn’t carried away by the party fever. 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT & APPLICATION 

 

1.  How was Jesus seen to be God’s chosen king?   Cf. Luke 3:21-22 

 

 

2.  People then (and now) like an impressive leader, a like-the-nations 

king. How do you think such thinking contributed to the people’s 

rejection of Jesus?   

 

 

3.  Jesus is a king.  “Christ” after all means anointed one / king.   A true 

king listened to the word of God as spoken by the prophets.  What 

was Jesus attitude to God’s word?  

 

 

4.  What should the Christian’s attitude be to the word of God?   
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5.  To aspire to leadership is not a bad thing (1 Timothy 3:1).  But what 

type of leadership and how will we exercise it, is the big question.  Are 

we a Jesus type leader, (in other words we listen to and obey God’s 

word) or are we a like-the-nations leader (in other words we are 

concerned with looks, impressiveness and controlling others)?  

 

 

6.  What principle did Jesus say should govern our leadership? Cf. John 

13:14-15 

 

 

 

Prayer: Lord, thank-you that you have chosen us to be part of your 

Kingdom.  Help us not only to start our Christian lives by obeying your word,  

but help us to continue and finish our lives in this way as well. 

 

 

 

Group prayer requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group members to follow up with: 
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6. THE FALL OF THE KING 
1 Samuel 12:1-13:15 
 

For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in His sight. 

Ephesians 1:4 

 

Kingship got off to a bad start.  Samuel in his farewell speech redirects the 

people’s thinking as to what true Kingship must be like and what the 

people’s response should be.  We, thousands of years later, can learn what 

our response should be to the true king, King Jesus.    

 

 

1 Samuel 12:1-5   About me.... 

 

1.  What point was Samuel making (v1-3) ?  Why, do you think? (Remember 

Chapter 8) 

 

 

1 Samuel 12:6-15   About God..... 

 

1.  Why did Samuel give them a history lesson (v6-11 esp. v7)? 

 

 

2.  What would it remind them about a) God and b) themselves? 

 

 

3.  Who was their king (v12)? 

 

 

4.  What choice did God’s people - and king - now face? 

 

 

5.  What would be the consequences? 

 

 

1 Samuel 12:16-25   About you.... 

 

1.  What did the rain make the people aware of (v18b-19)? 

 

 

2.  What awesome truth did Samuel remind the people of (v22)? 
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3.  What were God’s people to do (v24)? 

 

 

4.  What weren’t they to do (v20-21)? 

 

 

5.  What was at stake (v25)? 

 

 

Despite God’s consistent care and provision over the years the people 

wanted an “other-nations-like king”.  God in his kindness and because of his 

great name didn’t abandon his people,  but incorporated their request into 

his purpose  (which was his purpose all along!).  Yet for Kingship to work it 

had to be redefined (11v14): Both the king and the people were to follow 

the Lord (v14) and listen to the voice of the Lord (v15).  

 

In regard to listening to the Lord the role of the prophet is more clearly 

defined.  The prophet is to intercede for (v23) and teach (v23) the people 

and the king.   The king must be obedient to God and lead the people in 

obedience to God.  But the people need a prophet to intercede for them 

and teach them.  In other words we see that a king must be accompanied 

by a prophet and is under the authority of the Word of God. 

 

Approaching the New Testament 

 

1 Samuel 12 points us towards an obedient king who speaks God’s word, 

who teaches us what is good and right, and who intercedes for us. 

 

1 Samuel 13:1-15 

 

Before battle God’s people would offer sacrifices to show their trust in God. 

 But only the priest could do it.   

 

1.  What was Saul’s big mistake(v9-11)? 

 

 

2.  Do you think he was justified (v8)? 

 

 

3.  How did God rate his behaviour (v13-14)? 
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4.  What were the irreversible consequences (v14)? 

 

 

If Kingship was going to work the king would have to follow and obey the 

Lord, even in the rough times.  Saul didn’t, so God would have to choose 

another king according to different criteria. 

 

5.  How is David described in v14?   

 

 

6.  What do you think this means? 

 

 

Contrary to popular opinion the phrase in v14 “the Lord has sought out a 

man after his own heart” is not referring to David’s heart, but God’s heart.  

Literally v14 says “The Lord has sought for Himself a man according to His 

heart”.   Saul was the king the people sought after/according to their 

hearts, but David was the according to God’s heart (cf.  2Samuel 7:21, 

“will” is the same word used for “heart”) 

 

All peoples’ hearts are bad and naturally biased against God.  David’s 

heart was identical to Saul’s heart, or do you think David’s many sins were 

less serious than Saul’s?!  The difference was that David was God’s 

sovereign choice, while Saul was the choice of the people.  David was 

chosen, Saul was not.  The rest of 1 Samuel shows David rise and Saul’s fall. 

 

Saul had only an army of six hundred men left (v15).  He was in dire straits.  

  

 

NEW TESTAMENT & APPLICATION 

 

1.  12v21.  What are you running after? 

 

 

2. 12v22.  Worth memorizing.  Why doesn’t God just finish with his people - 

with us? 

 

 

3.  12v24.  What great things has God done for you?  Why should that make 

us fear God and why should that make us serve him wholeheartedly? 
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Christian people over the years have called this truth of our chosen-ness the 

doctrine of predestination or election.  God is all-powerful and is in control 

over all things and all things work together for his purpose.   

 

King David, the great forefather of King Jesus, was to be part of the great 

rescue plan so God chose him “according to His heart” (13v14).   

 

Isn’t it wonderful to know that our God is ALL-POWERFUL, ALL-KNOWING and 

ALL-PRESENT and that nothing catches him by surprise. Will you, like 

Samuel’s request to the Israelites, re-commit your life to him (12v24)? 

 

 

Prayer: Lord, thank-you that you are willing to forgive us for the past.  We 

pray for a lasting fresh start. 

 

 

Group prayer requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group members to follow up with: 
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7. ADAM REVISITED  
1 Samuel 15  
 

Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God - through 

Jesus Christ our Lord!  

Romans 7:24-25 

 

1 Samuel 15:1-23 

 

The Lord told Saul (through Samuel) to attack the Amalekites and 

completely destroy them as punishment for attacking the Israelites when 

they left Egypt. 

 

1.   V15,21.  Saul is blame-shifting and denying responsibility.  Who does he 

remind us of? 

 

2.  What reason does he give for sparing the livestock?  Does the end justify 

the means?  

 

3.  What does the Lord demand more than anything else (v22)?  (Even 

more than “religious” stuff.) 

 

 

4.  This has confirmed Saul’s rejection as king(v23).  What is the reason given 

and who does it again remind us of?! 

 

 

1 Samuel 15:24-32 

 

1. Who did Saul want to please, even more than God (v24,30)? 

 

2. A very common attitude.  Who is bigger to you: people or God?  

What must you do to change your thinking? 

 

3. The Lord has “torn” the kingdom from Saul and given it to a 

neighbour that is “better” (v28) than him.  What do you think that 

means, in the context of this passage? 

 

 

The end does not justify the means.  God is very concerned as to how we 

get there.  Saul might have had a low view of himself (v17), but that would 

not excuse his disobedience to God’s Word.   
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He seemed to be more concerned with people’s point of view than God’s 

point of view.  And no amount of religious performance could make up for 

his defiance of God.  God rejected his kingship (just as he had rejected 

Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden) and instead given it to a 

“neighbour” who was better than him – someone it seems who will not 

disobey God’s revealed words as spoken by the prophets.  

(cf. 2 Samuel 12:13) 

 

We also see God’s powerfulness and sovereignty (another big theme that 

runs through the book of Samuel).  God is awesome and his purposes will 

stand (v29) and will even use seemingly wrong choices (v35) to achieve his 

purposes.  God’s sovereignty does not negate human responsibility for their 

thoughts and actions (v26). 

 

NEW TESTAMENT AND APPLICATION  

 

1. Saul caved in under pressure.  He failed.  A human, worldly king will 

always fail.  We need a king who won’t cave in under pressure.  

 Cf.  Luke 22:41-42 

 

2. Can you think of times when common sense may seem opposed to 

obeying God?  

 

 

3. Do you see Saul’s excuses for disobedience in your own life? How?  

 

4. What would you say true repentance looks like?  

 

 

Prayer: Thank you father that there is full and free forgiveness for all who 

repent and turn to Jesus.  

 

 

Group prayer requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group members to follow up with: 

 



30 

 

8. THE SHEPHERD KING  
1 Samuel 16   
 

They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

(Matthew 2:5-6)  

 

“Don’t judge a book by its cover”, is an idiom that we all use regularly.  Yet 

we do judge books by their covers.  Indeed, we tend to judge all things by 

what we see and observe from our point of view.  God also has a point of 

view and if he does exist and is creator and sustainer of all, his point of view 

matters.  As Christian people we must see as God sees, from his point of 

view, and not according to outward appearances.  We must be more like 

David and less like Saul. 

 

 

1 Samuel 16:1-23  

 

1.  Who was Jesse (v1)?   

 

 

2. Samuel feared Saul (v2).  What was radically wrong with this? 

 

 

3. Why did the Lord tell Samuel not to look at the boys “appearance or 

height” (v7)? 

 

 

4.  Does that mean that God chooses ugly people (v12)?! 

 

 

5.  What confirmed that David was God’s chosen, anointed King who 

would lead his people on his behalf (v13)? 

 

 

V1b literally says “I have seen among his sons for MYSELF a king”.  Saul was 

the people’s king; David was God’s king.  V6-7 is very interesting.  ‘Samuel 

SAW Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here...”’. 
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But God does not SEE as we SEE and he is not limited to appearance.  V7b 

literally says “for the Lord SEES not what man SEES for man SEES with 

reference to the EYES (man’s eyes), the Lord SEES with reference to the 

HEART (God’s heart).” 

 

Contrary to the popular understanding of this text, God is saying that he 

doesn’t see like we see (i.e. outwardly) but sees according to His heart or 

His will.   This means that there is nothing special or unique about David’s 

heart, indeed his heart is sinful and bent away from God like the rest of 

humanities.  The fact that David is God’s choice, according to God’s heart, 

sets him apart. 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT & APPLICATION 

 

1. Who is our great, chosen king, who David points us to, and how is 

he qualified? Cf. Romans 1:1-4 

 

 

2. How does the image of Jesus as shepherd help you appreciate 

being part of his people?  

 

 

3. How must we change our thinking to “see” people properly? 

 

 

 

Jesse (and David) is in the line descended from Abraham, from Adam.  

God had promised (Genesis 3:15) that some in that line would conquer evil, 

while suffering in the process.  Would it be David?  No, we know he failed as 

well.  It would be King Jesus, a descendent of David, Abraham and Adam.   

 

 

Point to ponder:  

 

God is not swayed or driven, nor does he make choices by outward 

appearances or things that can be “seen”.  In a world of many and varying 

points of view God judges and rules from his point of view, he rules 

according to his heart, not by what we see.  Therefore, don’t judge and 

make decisions and live by what you see, it’s too easy to become 

discouraged.   
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The Bible urges us to live and make decisions by what we know to be true.  

That God is in control, he is the CEO of the Universe and he is ruling from his 

throne in heaven.  He has acted in the person of His Son in history to rescue 

us and is now bringing in his Kingdom.  He also cares for you deeply.  

Nothing can change these things.  Paul (2 Corinthians 5:7) and David (2 

Samuel 17:45-47) urge us to “live by faith not by sight”.   

 

 

Prayer: Thank you Heavenly Father that you are not impressed with the 

things we are impressed with.  

 

 

Group prayer requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group members to follow up with: 
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9. FACING GIANTS  
1 Samuel 17  
 

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(1 Corinthians 15:57) 

 

In 1 Samuel 17, the people of God face a problem that is literally gigantic - 

they face a giant. How will this great champion be defeated?  

We face many, many giants in our lives. How will we defeat them? What 

about our great enemies of sin, death and the Devil?  

We need a champion who will fight for us!  

 

1 Samuel 17:3-11, 24-26, 41-54 

 

1.  Who do you think the characters in this battle represent: 

 

 

2.  What did David know (v46-47)?  Cf.  2:9-10 in Hannah’s song 

 

 

3.  What point does the inspired historian emphasize in v50? 

 

 

 

We are not David!  David is a picture of God’s anointed King who fights the 

enemy knowing that the battle is the Lord’s (v47).  God’s Spirit-filled king 

fights on behalf of his people and does for them what they cannot do for 

themselves.  David is despised, rejected and scorned and he wins the 

victory at the point where, looking from a human perspective, he seems to 

be about to suffer total defeat.  His people continue to fight an already 

defeated foe.  We are like the Israelites that can only follow in his victory 

procession. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT & APPLICATION 

 

1. How has God provided a rescue for us? Cf. Luke 2:10-11 

 

 

2. What greater-than-Goliath giants has he rescued us from?   

Romans 8:1-2 
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3. No-one looking from a human perspective would think that David 

would defeat Goliath.  How is Jesus’ victory very similar? 

 

 

4.   What should our response be?  Cf. 1 Corinthians 15:57-58 

 

 

5. As Christians, we are also called to battle against the world, the 

flesh and the devil. Explain.  

 

 

6. How would you use the story of David and Goliath to explain the 

Gospel to a non-Christian?  

 

 

Prayer: Lord, thank-you for our great King who fought the battle on our 

behalf and won the victory over sin, death and the devil.  Help us to live by 

confident faith, instead of misleading sight. 

 

 

 

Group prayer requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group members to follow up with: 
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10. TAKING SIDES  
1 Samuel 18:1-20:42 
 

Jesus said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 

and take up his cross and follow me.” (Mark 8:34)  

 

We love supporting sports teams. But in the end, it does not really matter 

which team your side with as there are no eternal consequences.  

However, it does infinitely matter whether you side with God’s Anointed 

One or not.  

 

1 Samuel 18:1-19:1  

 

Remember that David had just killed Goliath and Israel had won a great 

victory. 

 

1.  What did Jonathan’s (the heir apparent) actions in v4 show? 

 

 

2.  How did Saul honour David (v5)?  

 

 

3.  What upset Saul (v8) and what did it lead to? 

 

 

4. Saul’s plans backfired.  Why (v14)? 

 

 

5.  What happened instead (v16-17)? 

 

 

As we have seen, Saul had a massive problem with people’s opinion of 

himself.  People, in his view, were big and God was small.  When the people 

sang David’s praises, he became very jealous, even to the point of trying to 

kill David.  V14 tells us that God was with David and therefore Saul’s 

attempt was in vain.  The Holy Spirit had left Saul and come upon David (cf. 

16v13-14). 

 

From this point onwards David will be on the run, like an outlaw.  King Saul 

will do everything in his power to oppose David and his kingship.  It seems 

that the Christ (the anointed one, David) must suffer as his kingship is 

opposed and confronts the existing kingship.   
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The anti-Christ (those opposed to the Anointed One) will not give way to 

him.  Saul then joins the ranks of Pharaoh, the Pharisees, Herod, Pilate and 

the anti-Christ, the devil.   

 

But, as we know and as we read 1 Samuel, there is no doubt as to who will 

win. Saul is a picture of the natural condition of the human heart i.e. that 

we all oppose God’s right to rule our lives.  Even to the point that Jesus was 

crucified.   

 

The question is: What is our response to God’s anointed one?  Our response 

to God’s Anointed One shows our attitude towards God.  Are we like 

Jonathan who gives David his royal robes recognising in word and deed 

that God’s Anointed has the right to rule?  Or are we like Saul opposed to 

God’s anointed and will fight for the right to rule our own lives?  God’s Will 

will be done and even Saul, the most powerful man at the time, is forced to 

shed his royal robes (19v24).  Every knee will bow and every mouth will one 

day confess that Jesus is Lord, there is no doubt.  Will you choose to, like 

Jonathan or will you be forced to, like Saul, when it’s too late? 

 

V10 tells us that even the evil/troublesome spirits are under God’s control.  

V10 is a good example of Romans 1:18, 24-25.  God gave Saul over to his 

own sinful thinking. 

 

 

6.    What does the statement “Your response to God’s Anointed One shows 

your attitude towards God” imply about the world’s religions? 

 

 

7.   God will always protect his chosen one.  Do you think that applies to 

Christian people? 

 

 

8.  Despite God’s protection the anointed one suffered.  Would it be 

reasonable to suppose then that the followers of the anointed one will 

also suffer?  Will we share in the Christ’s sufferings? 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT AND APPLICATION  

 

1. When it comes to King Jesus, are you more like Jonathan or Saul? In 

what ways?  
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2. What do you have to give up or risk giving up, in order to make 

Jesus your first loyalty and love?  

 

 

3. The Bible encourages close, trusting, honest friendships between 

Christians of the same sex.  How could you cultivate that kind of 

friendship?  

 

 

4. Read Psalm 2.  

 

 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to be more like Jonathan and less like 

King Saul.  

 

 

Group prayer requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group members to follow up with: 
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11. THE WILDERNESS YEARS  
1 Samuel 21:1-23:25  
 

He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things... 

Mark 8:31 

 

Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but 

the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”           

Luke 9:58 

 

...the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives... 

2 Corinthians 1:5 

 

Suffering is the abiding experience of all Christians.  The Christian does not 

escape the woes of this sin-filled world and must also be content to lose 

favour with the world through non-conformity with its standards.  Far from 

removing us from suffering, becoming a Christian often compounds 

suffering.  We walk by faith and not by sight.  That means that we do not 

live by what we experience, but by what we know to be true.  Even the 

Christ had to suffer.  The New Testament teaches that if we share in the 

Christ’s sufferings we will also share in his glory. 

 

Read 1 Samuel 21:1-9  

 

Jesus referred to this incident in Matthew 12:1-8 and cleared David and 

Ahimelech of any wrongdoing.  The Old Testament law included case law, 

showing how the spirit of the law should be applied in different situations. 

Sometimes keeping the spirit of the law involved breaking the letter of the 

law. Although, Ahimelech would probably not have given the consecrated 

bread to most people. He gave it to David because David was God’s 

anointed.  

 

In the wilderness, God had provided for Israel by giving then bread from 

heaven. The Tabernacle was not heaven, but it was a representation of 

heaven (Hebrews 8:5). So, in a sense David, the true representative of 

God’s people, receives bread from heaven.  

 

Read 1 Samuel 21:10 – 22:5  

 

Despite David being on the run and having to use his wits, God is still with 

him.  

 



39 

 

Read 1 Samuel 22:6-23  

 

Saul has set himself up as the ultimate one to who allegiance should be 

given. He has set himself up in the place of God – as all tyrants do. Saul was 

the Christ. But now David is the Christ, God’s anointed king, and Saul 

becomes the antichrist, in the sense that he opposes David, the true Christ. 

And he is the antichrist in that he has come to embody the opposite of 

what it means to be a king in Israel. Saul is an antichrist conducting an 

unholy war.  

 

As Saul rages, David starts calling to himself a band of followers and 

protects those under his care.  Cf. Ch. 22:3, 5, 20-23; 23:5, 14 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT AND APPLICATION  

 

1. How do David’s suffering and struggles point us to Jesus?  

 

 

2. Like David, Jesus began with a motley crew of disciples. Like David, 

he and his people will be opposed by the world and hurt by Israel’s 

leaders.  How is 1 Corinthians 1:26-27 encouraging to you?  

 

 

3. What is the Christian response to suffering?  Cf. 1 Peter 4:13-16 & 

Romans 8:18 

 

 

4. Are our sufferings senseless and meaningless? Cf. Romans 8:28 

 

 

5. God vindicated great David and also great David’s greater Son, 

Jesus.  Read Romans 8:29-30 to see the Christian’s vindication. 

 

 

All through the narrative of 1 Samuel we can see that God is with his 

anointed, even in his sufferings, and there’s no doubt as to who will win.  As 

we read the gospels, we see the same thing.  

 

God won the victory for us over the existing kingship through the suffering 

king.  The king’s followers are called to share in his suffering in order to share 

in his glory.  There is no doubt that we will share in Christ’s glory as Paul goes 

on to show in Romans 8:31-39.   
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It’s a difficult choice to become a Christian knowing that you will be called 

to suffer, but only if you “look with your eyes”.  It’s not easy to leave Saul 

and follow David.  If you are enlightened and see not with your eyes, but 

through the eye of faith, it would be extremely foolish to stay with Saul. 

 

 

6. Do you need to reset your expectations of the Christian life in any 

way?  

 

 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father thank you that after suffering there is glory!  

 

 

 

Group prayer requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group members to follow up with: 
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12. TESTING TIMES  
 Samuel 23:15-26:25 
 

For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing 

many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect 

through suffering.  

(Hebrews 2:10)  

 

Chapters 23-26 describe David in the wilderness on the run from Saul, after 

being betrayed by those whom he has saved.  In the wilderness he is tested 

three times. Each time the question is: will David grasp the Kingdom by 

bloodshed? And each time (though the second time, only just), the answer 

is: no.  

 

 

Test 1 – 1 Samuel 24:1-22  

 

1. How is David tempted to take the Kingdom by bloodshed?  What is 

the outcome?  

 

 

2. How would you sum up David’s attitude (v10a, 10b, 12a, 12b, 15a, 

15b....)? 

 

 

3. What did Saul seem to accept (v20-21)? 

 

 

 

David refuses to fight with worldly weapons and take power by force.  

Therefore, he will suffer.  Indeed, there will be nowhere to lay his head.   

Jesus, the anointed king, was also tempted in the wilderness to take power 

by worldly means.  Jesus also refused to fight with earthly weapons and 

rather entrusted himself to God. 

 

 

Test 2 – 1 Samuel 25:1-44  

 

1. How is David tempted to take the Kingdom by bloodshed?  What is 

the outcome? 
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David took Abigail as his wife.  “An intelligent and beautiful” wife might 

sound like a good idea. But she is not his only wife (v43-44).  The author 

passes no comment on David’s polygamy at this point, but Samuel had 

warned that kings would “take” (8:11-18), and David is “taking” wives for 

himself.  When David sees another man’s wife in 2 Samuel 11, his habit of 

taking wives will prove disastrous for him.  

 

 

Test 3 – 1 Samuel 26:1-25  

 

1. How is David tempted to take the Kingdom by bloodshed?  What is 

the outcome? 

 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT AND APPLICATION  

 

These chapters point us forward to Jesus.  Jesus was also tested in the 

wilderness three times (Luke 4:1-13). The tests are quite similar. They involve 

the temptation to fast-forward to glory and skip suffering; to take the throne 

without pain.  

 

David’s temptation was to grasp his kingdom through bloodshed.  Jesus 

resists the temptation. Jesus does come to his kingdom through bloodshed, 

but the blood which was shed was his own.  

 

 

1. How is Jesus qualified to be our King and Saviour?  

 

 

2. How did Jesus resist temptation and trial? 

 

 

3. Do you feel in the “wilderness” at the moment?  What should you 

remember?  

 

 

 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you that Jesus resisted temptation and 

qualified himself to be my Saviour.  Help me to resist temptation too.  
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Group prayer requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group members to follow up with: 
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13. A WORD FROM THE GRAVE  
1 Samuel 28:3 - 25  
 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 

the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…. 

  

      (Hebrews 1:1-2)  

 

When he (the devil) lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar 

and the father of lies.      

(John 8:44)  

 

If you have a friend who visits a medium or attends a spiritualist church, I 

don’t know whether they are being deceived or whether (quite possibly) 

they are in touch with evil spirit.  I do know that neither is a good option.  

 

The question we need to ask is: why are mediums so popular?  Why do 

people go to them? What do they offer? Is there a better option?  

 

There are some clues which help answer these questions in the story of Saul 

and the medium of Endor.  

 

 

1 Samuel 28:3-25  

 

1.  What problem did Saul have (v6)? 

 

 

2.  What do you make of Saul’s actions? 

 

 

3.  V10.  Note Saul’s inconsistency. 

 

 

4.  Saul must have got quite a shock.  What did Samuel confirm (v16-19)? 

 

 

 

Saul, like Jonah, cannot escape God’s word (13v13-14).  Even in death 

Samuel has the last word!  God has rejected Saul because of his 

disobedience and has given the kingdom to David. 
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What does the Bible say about mediums and spiritualists etc?  

A lot of mediums and spiritualists (and pastors who claim supernatural 

powers!) are fakes. It’s not difficult to manipulate needy, desperate people. 

You can do a lot with a small amount of information. You can create an 

atmosphere where people feel strange sensations. So, some are fakes. But 

others are real.  

 

The Bible says there is another world, a spiritual world. Colossians 1:16 says 

that all things were created by Jesus including “things in heaven and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 

authorities”. So, while many mediums are fake, others are not.   

However, while they may offer an encounter with another world, the 

encounter is not with departed loved ones. The encounter is with demons/ 

evil spirits.  The Bible is quite clear: the dead do not speak. They do not 

haunt this world.  

 

Saul did get a word from Samuel, but it was not a new word.  It was 

confirmation of an old word. God in his providence allowed Samuel to 

confirm his word to Saul, but this is not the norm.  God forbids any contact 

with mediums or the dead. Cf. Deuteronomy 18:9-14     

  

(Excerpt from Tim Chester’s book, 1 Samuel For You, page 185-186)  

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT AND APPLICATION  

 

1. Why do so many people consult mediums and read horoscopes 

etc? How can we help them as Christians?  

 

 

2. What does Hebrews 1:1-2 and 2 Timothy 3:16-17 tell us about how 

God speaks today?  

 

 

3. Can you think of times in your own life when you have ignored God 

and then complained that God has ignored you?  

 

 

4. “It is a terrible thing to live without a Word from God”. Would you 

agree?  
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Prayer: Heavenly Father. Thank you for giving us a Word of Salvation and a 

Word of Re-assurance in the Bible.  

 

 

 

 

Group prayer requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group members to follow up with: 
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14. HOW THE MIGHTY HAVE FALLEN  
1 Samuel 31 
 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 

Abraham. 

       (Matthew 1:1)  

 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that, 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures, we 

might have hope. 

       (Romans 15:4)  

  

The Philistines seem to have gained the upper hand.  Saul failed as a king.  

He refused to listen to the word of God through the prophets and was more 

concerned about pleasing men than pleasing God.  Saul dies lonely and 

desperate.   

 

 

1 Samuel 31:1-13 

 

1. Saul was appointed by God to rescue Israel from the Philistines.  

But in the end, they got him.  What was Saul’s downfall? 

 

 

2. V9.  The Philistines thought their God’s had given them the victory.  

Who was actually in control? Cf. 28:19 

 

 

3. V6.  How reliable is God’s word? 

 

 

4. Reflect back on Hannah’s song esp. Ch. 2:6-7.   

 

 

 

1 Samuel ends with us looking forward to a good king, who listens to the 

prophets and whose intention it is to please God. 

 

In Chapters 18-3, we see the decline of Saul and the rise of David.  In 

Chapter 22, Saul is the destroyer of the priesthood, while David is its 

protector (v20-23).  David suffers because his kingship opposes the existing 

kingship, yet he refuses to fight with worldly weapons.   
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God protects David, his anointed, destroys the existing king (chapter 31) 

and in the end vindicates David (2 Samuel 5).  David’s followers will share in 

his great victory. 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT AND APPLICATION 

 

1. Why does Matthew start his gospel with a genealogy? 

 Cf. Matthew 1:1  

 

 

2. How would you sum up the message of 1 Samuel in one 

sentence?  

 

 

3. How has 1 Samuel shown you who Jesus is, and moved you to 

appreciate and worship him more?  

 

 

4. How are you going to follow David’s example? (Cf. Romans 15:4)  

 

 

 

Prayer: Thank-you that Jesus has won the victory over Satan.  Thank-you 

that we can share in the benefits of that victory.  As we still live in the world 

that is opposed to Jesus, help us in our sufferings to think clearly and 

biblically and to entrust ourselves to you. 

 

 

Group prayer requests:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group members to follow up with: 

 


